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The Ekal Abhiyan regards self-
dependence as the foundation of self-
respect and social empowerment.
Through Shreehari Katha, satsang
gatherings, village development
initiatives, and disciplined volunteer
work, Ekal seeks to create a
sustainable model of education and
social transformation.

Every katha and satsang includes
an aarti collection, while special family
rituals and community programmes
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volunteers to work with the same sense
of gratitude and dedication. Volunteers
receive only limited support for travel
and food, yet they strive to return
manifold contributions for the
organisation. According to Shyam ji, a
true full-time volunteer is one who
contributes more than his own
expenses. However, volunteers are not
permitted to handle funds directly. Their
role is to motivate local committees and
strengthen community participation.

Self-Dependence i
Shreehari Katha Model

contribute funds for the organisation’s
activities. Full-time Ekal volunteers play
a vital role in this mission. They are
encouraged to approach urban
families, explain the objectives of Ekal,
presentits activities, and inspire people
to support the movement. The
organisation believes that a volunteer
develops true self-respect only when
he contributes towards the self-reliance
of the mission. An inspiring idea from
the Upanishads reflects this spirit. A
devotee prays to God for the strength to
return to society more than what he has
received from it. Ekal expects its
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Ekal committees should be self-
dependant - Ekal believes that self-
dependence should not remain limited
to volunteers alone; every committee
and household must share this
responsibility. Volunteers are
encouraged to contact every family,
including women and children, and
inspire them to contribute regularly.
Since Ekal spends only a small amount
daily on each child through education,
healthcare, and village development,
families are motivated to donate
modest sums regularly. Donation boxes
placed in homes become a practical
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means of sustaining the movement.

The Kathakaar Yojana, or
preaching programme, was designed
as a comprehensive model of self-
reliance. It includes organising rituals
for family and village welfare, satsang
gatherings, devotional storytelling, and
support for the preacher’s family.
Weekly satsangs are conducted in
selected homes, while trained
kathakaars organise Bhagwat Kathas
and festivals to inspire villagers
spiritually and socially. Offerings
collected during these programmes
contribute directly to Ekal's self-
dependence fund.

Ekal also promotes the concept of
a “Bhagwat Parivaar,” through which
one family connects neighbouring
households for spiritual and social
activities. Kathakars are adopted by
families as their own children and
invited periodically to conduct Bhagwat
Kathas. Through these efforts, each
preacher can help generate significant
annual support for the mission. Each
kathakar collects around Rs 20,000-
25,000 in a year. Each kathakaris
connected to almost 20 satsangs.

Special emphasis is placed on
selecting kathakars rooted in village
and forest life. Ekal believes that those
who have lived among tribal and rural
communities can narrate the stories of
Lord Ram and Lord Krishna with
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CORRECTION / CORRIGENDUM

With reference to the article “History of Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation, USA”
written by Sri Ramesh Shah and Sri Jyotish Parekh, published in the May-June
issue of Ekal Prayas, a factual misinformation has been brought to my attention
along with the relevant documents of Ekal USAfor checking the facts.

greater authenticity and emotional
connection. Such grounded and
hardworking kathakars are considered
more suitable for serving remote
villages than highly celebrated urban
religious figures. Some of these
kathakars are trained in an advance
course and sent to perform in metro
cities like Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai etc.

The movement also highlights the
deep cultural strength of Indian society.
An emotional example is cited of an
elderly grandmother willingly
encouraging her grandson to dedicate
his life to Ekal and the service of society.
Such sacrifices, according to Ekal,
reflect the enduring spiritual strength of
the nation.

Village development schemes
have emerged as another major pillar of
self-dependence. Ekal promotes bio-
fertiliser production using cow dung,
cow urine, and earthworms. Full-time
workers, teachers, and villagers are
trained in these practices so they can
generate additional income. A portion of
this income contributes to village
development funds. Ekal believes that
such economic activities can make
village schools and dispensaries self-
sufficient while also strengthening
agriculture and rural livelihoods.

Ekal strongly connects self-
dependence with self-respect. A village
school supported entirely by outside
donations cannot fully awaken
confidence among villagers. Therefore,
Ekal encourages parents and villagers
to take responsibility for sustaining their
own schools. The organisation seeks to
transform the perception of a school
from a mere educational institution into
a centre for village development and
social awakening.

Itis possible that both the writers being very senior, they may have missed a

few facts thathappened two decades ago.

Hence, after fact checking, it has been found that since the beginning, one
director on the Board of Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation, USA, representing Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of India as against overall ten Directors had always been

a Voting Director.

At present there are two directors from Ekal India: one from Ekal Abhiyan
and one from Ekal Global and both are regular and Voting Directors.

Though the article was published in good faith, the Editor regrets this
omission and ensures that the documented history of Ekal remains factually
accurate and inclusive, recognizing the contributions of all those who have
helped shape the growth of the movement.

The Ekal school model is unique
because it combines children’s
education with community education.
Besides basic literacy, villagers receive
guidance on health, development,
awareness, and moral values. Weekly
satsangs and village assemblies are
organised for this purpose. Village
committees include dedicated
individuals responsible for health,
agriculture, awareness, and social
coordination. Teachers and volunteers
receive special training to guide these
activities. Itis imperative to understand
that these schools are provided with the
three types of study material -
compulsory, extra and local material.
Scholl material includes — nameplate,
blackboard, picture of goddess
Saraswati and alphabet charts.
Teachers’ material comprises of
teacher’s diary, prospectus,
attendance register and material for
extracurricular activities. Student gets —

Editor, Ekal Prayas

slate, copy, language and maths
book.

To strengthen accountability, the
‘Gram Swabhiman Dayitva” initiative
was introduced in Gujarat. Under this
scheme, each full-time worker
supervises five village schools and
spends regular time in those villages.
These volunteers conduct meetings,
support teachers, ensure the
functioning of village committees,
organise satsangs, and motivate
villagers to contribute financially
towards the school’s self-reliance.

Ekal maintains strict financial
discipline. Full-time volunteers are
prohibited from handling money
directly. Financial transactions are
conducted only through authorised
committees and bank accounts.
Institutional and joint accounts are
maintained at different organisational
levels to ensure transparency and
accountability. ]

(To be Continued...)
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A TEACHER WHO BECAME
A FATHER TO MANY

My grandfather was a
teacher deeply respected
in his community.
™ Children from
surrounding villages
stayed in his home so they could attend
school and receive a proper education.
He welcomed them as members of his
own family, guiding them not only in
academics but also in character and
values.

Many of these children went on to
become engineers, doctors, teachers,
and successful professionals. Even
after establishing their careers, they
continued to regard him as a mentor
and parentfigure.

EDITOR’S NOTE

grandfather’s influence serving as
background, investing in rural
education in India felt very natural and
necessary. When | learned about Ekal
Vidyalaya, | was immediately drawn to
its mission. | began as a donor, then a
volunteer, and ultimately a sevak.

Along the way, | was blessed with
mentors such as Sri Subhash Gupta
and Sri Ramesh Shah. More recently, |

In this deeply reflective essay, Dr. Subra Dravida traces the roots of his Ekal
journey to the formative values of his childhood—values that naturally
blossomed into a lifelong commitment to sewa. He then chronicles the birth of
Ekal Udaan, a visionary initiative conceived with fellow Ekal USA leaders to
inspire the next generation through knowledge, sewa, leadership, and the
timeless ideals of dharma. His words resonate with quiet conviction, revealing
how a shared vision, sustained by dedication and selfless effort, is
transforming lives and shaping tomorrow’s leaders.

organized events in the U.S. and
served in Ekal villages through teacher
training and health-hygiene awareness
programmes.

Fund-raising, Sewa
and Cultural Expression

Each Ekal chapter in the U.S. will
have its own Youth Chapter, guided
by the National Council. These
chapters will perform fund-raising and

EKAL YUVA UDAAN

BLAZING THE TRAIL OF EDUCATION, DHARMA,

AND YOUTH LEADERSHIP

One of the most touching
moments came when a former student
asked my grandparents to officiate as
his parents at his wedding. My
grandfather’s influence transcended
the classroom; he helped shape lives,
families, and futures.

His legacy stands as an example
of guru-seva, compassion, and
acarya-dharma—the sacred duty of a
teacher.

A Personal Journey
Toward Seva

By a stroke of fortune, | studied
Electrical Engineering at [IT Madras
and eventually entered the world of
smartphone chip design. With my

July-August, 2026

have had the privilege of working with
our Chairman, Sri Mahesh Navani, a
visionary leader who is poised to take
Ekal Vidyalaya to new heights in
empowering tribal and rural
communities.

Ekal Yuva Udaan

Building the Next Generation of
Leaders; In an earlier Ekal Prayas
article, Sri Mahesh Navani outlined his
vision for cultivating a new generation
of youth leaders. This initiative Ekal
Yuva Udaan is now moving from vision
toimplementation.

We are forming a National Youth
Council composed of experienced
Ekal youth leaders who have

Sewa in their communities in the
following ways.

+  Organize cultural and fundraising
events

o Ekal Youth have in the past
conducted their own music
and dance competitions

0 During our festivals such as
Diwali and Dussehra, they
will perform festival themed
performing arts programmes

+ Lead seva activities such as
tutoring underprivileged children
o Providing books and
educational materials

o Serving in food banks and
shelters

15
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Youth Cultural Exchange

In 2025, we piloted a successful
Youth Cultural Exchange Programme
with Ekal India. Seven youth leaders
travelled to Songarh and Chhindwara,
teaching painting, basketball, and
technology to village children. In return,
they learned local music, dance, and
customs from the local children. This
year, the programme is expanding to
fourteen participants and 3 locations. The
14 children from U.S. will work together
with 14 children from India in this cultural
exchange programme.

The Dharma
Education Initiative

A Transformative Pillar: Among all
the pillars of Ekal Yuva Udaan, Dharma
Education is the most challenging—and
the most essential. Dharma is a set of
universal principles that help us live in
harmony with society and nature while
realizing our highest potential. Itincludes
values such as Truth, Ahimsa
(non-violence), Dama (self-control),
Daana (generosity), and Shraddha
(faith). While rituals support mental
purification, Dharma transcends rituals.
For Dharma to be assimilated, it must be
relevantto everyday life.

A strong grounding in Dharma
should help students:

Interpret past events with clarity
Make wise decisions for the future
Develop focus and concentration
Be action oriented

Build resilience in the face of
adversity

+  Develop confidence and conviction
to defend and promote Dharma
when challenged.

Dharmic principles must be
discussed, debated, and internalized.

Practical Skills for developing
Inner Strength in daily living

Alongside Dharmic concepts,
students will learn:

*  Meditation
*  Pranayama
*  Yoga

Pilot Programmes in Boston

We are developing a Dharma
curriculum and will pilot it at multiple
sites in the Boston area starting in
September. These pilots will guide us as
we scale the programme to other
chapters across the country.

A Vision Rooted in Service

From the humble homes of
teachers who guided generations of
students to the expansive mission of
Ekal Vidyalaya today, the thread of Sewa
continues unbroken.

Ekal Yuva Udaan is our opportunity
to carry that legacy forward to empower
youth, strengthen communities, and
build a future grounded in knowledge,
character, and Dharma. These Youth
leaders will then constitute the next
generations of leadership for
organizations such as Ekal and will carry
Dharma and Sewa forward and raise
rural Bharat to great heights.

Call to Action - Join the
Ekal Yuva Udaan Movement

Ekal Yuva Udaan is more than a
youth initiative — it is a movement to
inspire the next generation through
Education, Sewa, Leadership, and
Dharma.

We Invite

*  Youth to participate in leadership,
cultural exchange, and seva
activities

+  Parents to encourage and support
youthinvolvement

*  Volunteers and mentors to guide
the next generation

+ Donors to help expand these
transformative programs across
communities

Together, we can nurture
compassionate leaders rooted in
character, service, and cultural
values. [

Dr. Subra Dravida
President, EVF USA

July-August, 2026
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The Institute of Information
Technology and Management (lITM),
Janakpuri, organised a Campus Study
Circle session in the institute
auditorium in collaboration with Ekal
Sansthan. The session was conducted
by Prof. (Dr.) Ramandeep Kaur, Joint
Secretary, Ekal Sansthan, for first and
second year students of BBA, BCA,
BAJMC, and B. Com (H) programmes.

The session aimed to introduce
students to the vision and initiatives of
Ekal Sansthan, a people-driven
movement dedicated to empowering
rural India through education and
holistic development. Drawing
inspiration from Swami Vivekananda’s
philosophy—“If a child cannot go to
school, the school must reach the
child"—the discussion highlighted how
Ekal has been working at the
grassroots level to bring education and
awareness to remote villages.

Prof. Kaur elaborated on the Ekal
Model of Social Change, which
focuses on five-fold education and aims
to build Shikshit (educated), Jagruk
(aware), Swasth (healthy), Surakshit

2 lITM

Janakpuri, Delhi
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(safe), Vyasanmukt (addiction-free),
Samras (harmonious), Swawlambi
(self-reliant), and Sangathit (united)
villages. She emphasized how this
model contributes to the vision of an
empowered and self-sustained rural
India.

A key highlight of the session was
the introduction to the Ekal Study
Circle and the concept of establishing a
Campus Ekal Circle (CEC) within
educational institutions. This initiative
seeks to bridge the gap between urban
youth and rural communities through
the Ekal Rural Immersion (ERI)
Programme. Students were
encouraged to actively participate in
research-based projects, social
entrepreneurship, and community
engagementactivities.

The session also showcased
innovative initiatives such as Ekal E-
Shiksha, which integrates digital tools
like tablets to enhance learning in rural
schools, and the evolving Ekal-on-
Wheel model that aims to deliver
services such as digital literacy, STEM
education, and basic healthcare to
underserved areas.

Prof. Kaur motivated students to

contribute meaningfully by developing
research papers, mobile applications,
documentaries, and entrepreneurial
solutions that address real-life rural
challenges. She also highlighted the
academic and professional benefits of
participation, including internships,
certificates, and opportunities for
higher education.

The interactive session generated
keen interest among students, who
actively engaged in discussions and
explored ways to become part of the
initiative. The programme concluded
with a strong message of youth
involvement in nation-building by
connecting with grassroots realities
and contributing to inclusive growth.

The Campus Study Circle
reflected [ITM’s commitment to
experiential learning, social
responsibility, and fostering a deeper
understanding of rural India among
students. [

Editorial Team
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Ekal Gramothan Foundation marked a significant milestone in
its journey toward sustainable rural development with the launch of
its first-ever LED Bulb Making & Repairing Course at GRC [=
Jarangloi, Odisha. More than the inauguration of a new training
programme, this initiative represents a strategic expansion of
livelihood-oriented skill development designed to prepare rural [ ] a5
communities for the opportunities of a rapidly evolving economy. . IParticipants Giigagediin the {raininig Workshop .

The programme introduces participants, particularly rural youth and women, to practical technical skills in LED bulb
assembly, maintenance, and repair. By combining hands-on learning with entrepreneurship-oriented training, the course seeks to
transform learners from consumers of technology into creators and service providers within their own communities.

In a world increasingly driven by automation and mass production,
the value of handmade craftsmanship is witnessing a remarkable
resurgence. Recognizing this emerging opportunity, Gramothan's
Women Empowerment Centre in Hathras launched its Crochet Training
Programme, opening new avenues of skill development and
entrepreneurship forwomen and youth.

The programme commenced with traditional rituals and
enthusiastic participation from 50 learners, symbolizing the beginning of
a journey that extends far beyond learning a craft. Crochet today is not

merely a hobby; it represents a growing creative industry with expanding demand for handcrafted fashion accessories, home
décor products, toys, and customized gifts. Through this initiative, participants are being introduced to skills that can be
transformed into sustainable micro-enterprises and home-based businesses.

Where Strength Finds Its Voice - A New Beginning in Chatra

In the quiet district of Chatra, Jharkhand, something
powerful began - not with noise, but with determination. A
batch of 20 young girls stepped onto the training floor, not just
to learn Self Defence Training, but to discover a strength they
had always carried within.

iCrochet Iearners atthe Hathras Tralnlng

This programme organised by Ekal Gramothan
Foundation goes beyond physical training. It is about
confidence, courage, and self-belief -qualities that no
classroom alone can teach. For many of these girls, this is their

first step into a space where they are not told to stay back but encouraged to step forward. Each kick, each stance, each
movement becomes more than practice - it becomes a statement: “l am capable. | am strong. | am not afraid.”

In regions where opportunities often arrive late, this initiative arrives with purpose. It tells every girl that empowerment is not
justabout skills for livelihood, but also about the power to stand tall, to protect oneself, and to lead with confidence.
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Music, Devotion and Youth Leadership
Unite Communities Across America for Rural Bharat
Boston | Chicago | Houston

Across the United States, Ekal Vidyalaya chapters continue to demonstrate how culture, music, devotion, and community
participation can become powerful instruments of social transformation. Three remarkable fundraising events held in Boston,
Chicago, and Houston brought together thousands of supporters, volunteers, artists, and youth leaders in a shared commitment

to strengthening education and holistic rural developmentin India.

UTSAYV - Bhajan Clubbing for a Purpose, Boston

The Boston Chapter introduced an innovative concept
with UTSAV - Bhajan Clubbing for a Purpose, a first-of-its-
kind celebration that blended spirituality, contemporary music,
and philanthropy. Reimagining the traditional bhajan
gathering for today's generation, the event introduced the
inspiring concept of "Bhakti with Masti," encouraging
participants to sing, dance, celebrate, and serve
simultaneously.

The highlight of the evening was an electrifying
performance by the acclaimed Rangrez Band, whose
contemporary renditions of devotional music transformed the
auditorium into a vibrant celebration of faith and community.
Families, youth, and senior citizens participated
enthusiastically, proving that devotion can be joyful, inclusive,
and deeply meaningful.

Reflecting on the event, Smt. Manisha Kumar,
Co-President of Ekal Boston, observed that the programme
was built on the belief that devotion need not always be
solemn to be spiritually enriching. Ms Arushee Divyakirti,

Co-President, described UTSAV as a courageous experiment
that successfully connected the community with its cultural
roots through an entirely new format. Smt. Manisha Jain,
Executive Director of Ekal USA, emphasized that the evening
enabled participants to become partners in Ekal's mission of
empowering rural and tribal communities through education,
healthcare, women's empowerment, and sustainable
development. The overwhelming response from attendees
affirmed that UTSAV has the potential to become an annual
tradition, demonstrating how music, faith, and philanthropy
can together create lasting social impact.

Chlcago Chapter 2026 Fundraiser

The Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation Chicago Chapter hosted
a sold-out fundraising gala attended by more than 700 donors,
community leaders, and well-wishers, united by the vision of
expanding educational opportunities for children in rural and
tribal India.

The evening commenced with the national anthems of
India and the United States, followed by the traditional lighting
of the ceremonial lamp. The audience was then treated to a
memorable musical performance by renowned singer Milind
Oak and his accomplished troupe, whose nostalgic and
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energetic presentation captivated audiences across
generations. During the programme, Ekal leaders
highlighted the Foundation's expanding impact through its
one-teacher schools and integrated village development
initiatives encompassing healthcare awareness, digital
literacy, women's empowerment, vocational training, and
sustainable livelihoods. Inspired by the presentations,
supporters came forward generously, enabling the sponsorship
of more than 100 Ekal schools during the event itself.

The fundraiser reflected exceptional teamwork by the
Chicago Metro and North Chapter volunteers under the
leadership of Sri Kamlesh Shah, Sri Ankita Shah, Sri Rootvij
Bhatt, and Ms Kinnari Sachala, supported by an energetic
team of dedicated volunteers. Particularly noteworthy was the
outstanding participation of Ekal's youth volunteers, whose
professionalism, enthusiasm, and leadership illustrated the
emergence of a new generation of committed changemakers
prepared to carry Ekal's mission into the future.

Ekal Yuva Udaan Annual Fundraiser, Houston

Houston's annual fundraising gala,
themed "Ekal Yuva Udaan," celebrated
the growing role of young leaders while
raising more than US $710,000 in
support of Ekal's educational and
empowerment initiatives across rural
India.

The programme opened with a
moving presentation of the Indian and
American national anthems by the Ekal
Youth Choir, symbolizing the strong
cultural connection of first-generation
Indo-American children with both their
heritage and adopted homeland. A
traditional Panchari Melam
performance by Houston Kalakshetra
added cultural grandeur to the evening.

One of the most inspiring moments
came when Master Vibhav Aluru, now a
ninth-grade student, shared his journey
with Ekal. Having sponsored his first
Ekal school at the age of ten using his
personal savings, he reflected on how
the experience transformed his

July-August, 2026

understanding of service and social
responsibility.

Addressing the gathering,
Smt. Uma Dama, President of the
Houston Chapter, reaffirmed Ekal's
commitment to education, literacy,
healthcare awareness, women's
empowerment, and community
development in rural India while also
supporting local initiatives benefiting
women and children in Houston.

The cultural highlight of the
evening was "Raghuveera," a
spectacular dance production
presented by Studio Mudra, featuring
42 Indo-American youth under the
direction of Guru Rashmi Sashi, which
concluded with a standing ovation.

The event welcomed over 100
new families and more than 200 first-
time attendees, reflecting Ekal
Houston's expanding community
outreach. Young volunteers including

Kanishka Joshi, Anya Singh, Swara
Bhatt, and Rajat Nagu shared how
volunteering had strengthened their
confidence, leadership, cultural
identity, and lifelong commitment to
community service.

Together, these three events
beautifully illustrate the evolving spirit
of Ekal Vidyalaya—where innovation
meets tradition, youth leadership
complements experienced guidance,
and music, culture, and devotion
become powerful catalysts for
philanthropy. More importantly, they
reaffirm the unwavering commitment
of Ekal's global volunteer family to
empowering millions of children and
transforming rural and tribal
communities across Bharat through
education, self-reliance, and
sustainable development. m

Team Social Media, PR and Marketing
EVF USA
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Ekal NH Chapter Hosts

its First YOUuth-Led

=3

Robotics Workshop

The New Hampshire Chapter of Ekal Vidyalaya recently celebrated a significant
milestone with its first youth-led robotics workshop, bringing together STEM
education, leadership, and community service in support of Ekal's mission of
holistic development in rural and tribal India. Ekal continues to make an impact
across 100K villages in India, ably supported by over 50 Chapters across USA.

The initiative was led by Ms Rakhi
Grover, Youth Director of Ekal NH. A
passionate advocate for STEM
learning, Ms Rakhi helped establish
Team Sea Serpents, a FIRST LEGO
League team, with guidance from Team
Phoenix, an FRC team. Over the past
two years, the team has grown
tremendously, developing technical
skills, teamwork, problem-solving
abilities, and leadership among its
members.

Inspired by Ekal's mission and
encouraged by Smt Manisha Jain,
Executive Director of Ekal USA,
Sri Parveen Minocha, New England
Regional President, and Ms Aarti
Khurana, President of Ekal NH,
Ms Rakhi Grover envisioned an
opportunity for the students to give
back through a meaningful community
outreach programme.

Sri Aaditya Grover, Captain of

Team Sea Serpents and an Ekal youth
volunteer, embraced the idea and
worked with fellow youth leaders to
design an engaging, hands-on
workshop for younger students. The
team took ownership of planning the
event, organizing equipment, preparing
lesson plans, and coordinating
activities.

The workshop was led by youth
volunteers Aaditya Grover, Ganak
Gopinath, Jayred Rivera, Abhinav
Nandakumar, Shreekar Saravanan,
Lucas Menezes, and Atul Arora.
Through interactive robotics activities,
they introduced participants to
engineering concepts, teamwork, and
creative problem-solving while
demonstrating confidence,
collaboration, and a spirit of service.

More than a STEM event, the
workshop reflected Ekal's core belief
that education empowers individuals to

create positive change. Just as Ekal
works to transform lives through
education, healthcare awareness, skill
development, and village
empowerment in India, this initiative
empowered local youth to lead, teach,
and serve their community.

The Ekal NH Chapter extends its
gratitude to Ms Aarti Khurana for her
leadership and support, to
Smt. Manisha Jain and Sri Parveen
Minocha for their encouragement and
guidance, to Ms Archana Dubey for
generously providing the venue, and to
the First Tech Challenge Team Kube
coaches Sri Gopi Govindarajan, Ms
Sudha Gopinath and Ekal Supporter
Sri Vipul Grover for their tremendous
assistance in setting up the workshop,
to Team Phoenix and FIRST NH for
providing workshop materials. Special
thanks also go to the parents, mentors,
coaches, volunteers, and supporters
who helped make the eventa success.

a

As Ekal NH's first youth-led
initiative, the robotics workshop
demonstrated the power of combining
education with service. It showcased
how young leaders can use their talents
to inspire others while advancing Ekal's
vision of empowering communities
through learning and opportunity. ]

Social Media and PR Division
EVF USA
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highlights of the evening was a
captivating dance-drama presentation
of “Raghuveera Ramayana,”
performed by 42 school-going girls
under the age of 18 from Ekal families in
Houston. The production was
choreographed and trained by the local
Indian cultural institution, Mudra Dance
Studio.

The two-hour performance left a
deep impression on the audience and
showcased the commitment of the
younger generation to preserving and

Strengthenmg Global Bonds
for Rural Transformation

Last month, Sri Sanu
@ Das and his wife,

Smt. Bijaylaxmi Das,
Maa of Purv Prabhag A
(P2), were invited to visit
the Head Office of the Ekal Vidyalaya
Foundation of America for an
interaction with its volunteers. The
meeting was attended by several
distinguished members of the
organization, including Sri Subhas
Gupta, Board Member and one of the
founding members; Sri Ashok Danda,
Board Member and founding member;
Smt. Kalpana Fruitwala; Sri Kishore
Fruitwala; Smt. Rasmita, Event
Organizer at the Head Office; and other
staff members.

During the interaction, Sri Subhas
Gupta shared the history of the Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of America,
explaining how the organization was
established in 1994 through the
initiative of Ma. Shyamii and the late
SriAshok Singhal. He highlighted that a
majority of donors in the United States

July-August, 2026

contribute specifically to support Ekal
vidyalayas. Sri Sanu Das, in turn,
explained the systems and processes
adopted for monitoring Ekal vidyalayas
and ensuring their effective functioning.

Following the meeting, all
participants gathered for lunch at a
nearby restaurant, where discussions
continued on the monitoring
mechanisms and the impact of Ekal's
educationalinitiatives.

Sriand Smt. Das were also invited
to attend the Annual Event of the
Houston Chapter of the Ekal Vidyalaya
Foundation of America. Held every year
on 1 May, this flagship event serves as
a major fundraising platform for the
chapter. The program witnessed the
participation of nearly 800 volunteers,
supporters, and donors from across the
region.

As amark of respect, Sri Sanu Das
was invited to participate in the
ceremonial Deep Prajwalan. One of the

celebrating India’s cultural heritage.
Dinner was served to all attendees
before the commencement of the
dance-drama.

During the event, Sri Sanu Das
had the opportunity to interact with
several key leaders of the organization,
including Smt. Uma Dahma, President
of the Houston Chapter; Sri Rajeev
Arulu, President of the South-West
Region of the Ekal Vidyalaya
Foundation of America; Sri Ramesh
Sah; and other prominent members of
the Ekal family.

This visit provided Sri Sanu Das
valuable insights into the growth,
outreach, and commitment of the Ekal
movement in the United States. It also
offered to him an inspiring opportunity
to witness the dedication of volunteers
and supporters working tirelessly to
advance Ekal's mission of education
andrural development. |

Nishi Agarwal
EVFI, Prayagraj
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Ekal Canada began its journey in
September 2006 in London, Ontario,
as a registered charity and
incorporated organization. Its
inaugural event—a musical concert
supported by Ekal USA attracted
about 90 attendees and marked the
beginning of a nationwide effort to
support education and holistic
development in rural and tribal India.
Soon thereafter, the Ekal Vidyalaya
Foundation of Canada was formally
established.

Over the past two decades, Ekal
Canada has grown from these
modest beginnings into a vibrant

national organization with 15
chapters across the country,
including Toronto, Ottawa, Calgary,
Edmonton, Vancouver, Winnipeg,
and several cities in Ontario. While
some chapters are more active than
others, this network provides a
strong foundation for continued
expansion, particularly in Eastern
Canada.

The organization’s growth has
been driven by the support of
approximately 2,200 donors and
well-wishers over the years.
Personal relationships have
remained at the heart of Ekal

Canada’s outreach efforts,
complemented by electronic
newsletters, cultural programmes,
concerts, Kavi Sammelans, annual
picnics, social media engagement,
email campaigns, website
communications, community events,
and participation in Toronto’s
Independence Day Parade. A major
milestone was the successful hosting
of the Ekal National Conference and
Gala in Toronto in 2018, which
brought together representatives
from Canada, the United States, and
India, further strengthening
international collaboration within the
Ekal movement.

July-August, 2026
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Sri Parshotam Gupta

A significant part of Ekal Canada’s
success story is its dedicated
leadership and volunteer base. Among
its most committed leaders is
Sri Subhash Chander, currently
Director and President of Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of Canada and a
member of the Ekal Global Trust Board.
Associated with Ekal since its inception
in Canada in 2006 as a donor, he
assumed the role of Secretary in June
2012 and served in that capacity until
January 2025, when he was appointed
President by the Board.

During his tenure, Ekal Canada
witnessed remarkable growth. In 2012,
the organization sponsored
approximately 80 Ekal schools. Today,
that number has grown to nearly 1,000
schools, along with support for

A%

Sri éEBhash Chan%

Gramothan and Arogya initiatives in
recent years. For Sri Subhash Chander,
Ekal has evolved from a voluntary
commitment into a lifelong passion and
source ofimmense fulfillment.

He readily acknowledges the
pivotal role played by Sri Parshotam
Gupta, one of the founding members of
Ekal Canada and a guiding force
behind its development since 2006. In
fact, it was through Gupta Ji's
inspiration that Sri Subhash Chander
became actively involved with Ekal.
Over the years, Sri Parshotam Gupta
has served as mentor, leader, and
motivator for countless volunteers
across Canada. He served as
President of Ekal Canada from 2015
until January 2025 and currently serves
as Director and Chair of the Board.

At ninety years of age,
Sri Parshotam Gupta continues to be
actively involved not only with Ekal
Canada but also within the broader
community of London, Ontario, and as
a committed member of the Kiwanis
Club. His unwavering dedication,
energy, and service make him one of
the most senior and active Ekal
volunteers anywhere in the world.
Volunteers across Canada consider
themselves fortunate to continue
working under his guidance and
inspiration.

The dedication of young and
senior volunteers alike has been
instrumental in Ekal Canada’s
remarkable journey. Looking ahead,
the organization aims to strengthen
communications, expand fundraising
initiatives, enhance chapter
coordination through regular virtual
meetings, and adopt a more
structured organizational approach.
Special emphasis will be placed on the
Greater Toronto Area, home to nearly
80 percent of its target community.

From its humble beginnings in
London, Ontario, to its nationwide
presence today, Ekal Canada stands
as a testament to the power of
volunteerism, visionary leadership,
and community engagement. As it
enters its third decade, the
organization remains firmly committed
to advancing education,
empowerment, healthcare, and
sustainable development in rural and
tribal communities across India. ]

Compiled by
Nishi Agarwal
EVFI, Prayagraj
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Step into Jagriti Dham to Experience

ELEGANCE, COMFORT & CARE

o Initiative of

SD
nermonam | INFINILY

Luxury Eldercare Living in Kolkata

lm i
"
State-of- the—art A},rurveda Centre hvagTam an at Jagriti Dham

COMFORTABLE ROOMS
Fully furnished, well-lit
air-conditioned rooms
with attached balconies,

ensuite bathrooms,
pantry & emergency bells

HEALTH IN TOTALITY
Medical support,
EIMergency assistance,
health check-up by resident
doctor, in-house nurse, care
manager, tailor-made care
plan & nutritious meals

COMMITTED SERVICE
Housekeeping, laundry
service, free WiFi, 24X7
manned security, CCTV
surveillance in common
areas, and receptionist

30 minutes from IIM Calcutta, Joka
inside Merlin IBIZA Campus, Diamond Harbour Road

EXCLUSIVE OFFER
100% REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

— HOLISTIC LIVING
' Yoga room, library, gvm,
I-”i “' H- LS AV theatre, games room,
(g . W card room, conference
1 hall, indoor and outdoor
dining areas, green lawn

AYURVEDIC CENTRE
On-site Ayurvedic and
Wellness Centre,
providing holistic healing
and rejuvenation

ENGAGEMENT
Vibrant calendar of
events and engaging

activities to foster
social interaction and
personal enrichment

“Our Bank - Punjab National Bank”
For Booking or Site Visit: +91 7596038215 | www.jagritidham.com
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D +91 33 39403950 1800-5722-122  To know more, SCAN




