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Continued...

Since the Parliament of India
passed the Right to Education Act, it
has been debated what is the purpose
of running the Ekal schools now? The
government has allocated thousands of
crores of rupees for its much-touted
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). Primary
education has reached every village in
the form of government schools. The
children are also encouraged to join
schools through schemes like Mid-day
Meal. Then why should they come to
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hand, we are imparting value-based
education. How can vices prevalent in
the government system compete with
the values of the Ekal? The SSA only
teaches three subjects (Language,
Math and General Knowledge). The
Ekal teaches four additional subjects
(Moral Education, Health, Handicraft
and Yoga-Sports). Thus, the Ekal
maintains its edge and utility. Yes, we
have noted a difference. When we
started the Ekal 30 years ago, we used

Slddhartha Shankar Gautam

When a child gets up in the
morning, he or she touches his or her
parents’ feet. He or she recites mantras
before touching food. He or she
respects elders and avoids abusive
language and unworthy sports
activities. He or she tries to become an
ideal boy or girl. Which parents would
notlike to have such children?

We may accept the fact that our
country has progressed quickly in the
last 20-30 years. Earlier, we only had
Ekal schools in villages, now even

SARVA SHIKSHA ABHIYAN

(UNIVERSAL ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAMME OF THE GOVERNMENT) AND THE EKAL ABHIYAN

the Ekal schools? Shyam ji
understands this query and explains:
First, we must understand that there is
a fundamental difference between
society and government. This
difference also influences people’s
perception about the SSA and the Ekal
Abhiyan. A system like that of the
government could be huge and flush
with cash and other resources, but the
termites like corruption, inept
bureaucracy and politics will make it
hollow and it will crumble on its own. Its
productivity will be limited. On the other
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to attract compulsory students in bulk,
but now we get more extra students in
every region instead of the compulsory
ones. In the government schools,
students enroll themselves for the sake
of the midday meal, but most of them
don’t study there. In small provinces,
yes, the government is doing a fine job,
and students are getting good
education at the government schools.
But, even in these provinces, parents
take keen interest in the Ekal schools
as the moral education of the Ekal
schoolimpresses themalot.’

government schools have arrived in
every village. So, now the Ekal has
taken the role of the supporter of the
village education. The Ekal has a
significant role in making the
government effort more effective and
competitive. However, one very
important aspect remains invisible to
everyone. Children study in primary
and elementary government schools,
but the rate of dropout during or after
completing school is very high there. In
such a desperate situation, who will
motivate children to prepare
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themselves for further education? The
government system has its sharp
limitations. It will be unreasonable or
impractical to expect emotional efforts
from the government system. Here
comes the responsibility of society to
educate the children who somehow
remain deprived of proper and
complete education. The Ekal has this
responsibility. It has generated
matchless social harmony in villages
and filled the parents with full
confidence to push their children
towards education. This effort of the
Ekal has no parallel. One more thing
distinguishes the Ekal from the
government system: the Ekal plans
overall all-round development of the
village through education. Its
definition of education is different from
that of the government. Originally, the
syllabus of the Ekal had four-
dimensional education for its students
(Elementary Education, Health
Education, Village Development and
Developing Self-respect), yet it also
organizes weekly classes for the
parents and guardians of the students
(meaning common villagers). The
government education is limited to
classroom education; the Ekal
emphasizes functional education that
provides life skills. The SSA’s vision is
only limited to its schools and their
functioning, but Ekal's target is to

develop the whole village. The SSAis
admittedly doing fine, yet the Ekal has
maintained its uniqueness and utility.

The Ekal has made its mission
clear from the very beginning—to
educate and empower the tribal or
forest-dweller community to make
India stronger. So, the Ekal school is
functioning as the bridge between
residents of cities and rural tribals.
Can the government’'s SSA perform
this task? When urban and affluent
families consider educating tribal
children as their responsibility and the
tribal families see in urban dwellers
their sympathizers, we can only
imagine the power of this enormous
psychological connection. It will
produce wonders for our country.
More than 1,00,000 Ekal schools have
woven an unprecedented relationship
between urban India and tribal India,
and this horizon will only further widen
in the future. The enormity of this task
and its importance in the progress of
rural India can’t be imagined. It can’t
have any other better alternative. Its
contribution towards nation building is
mammoth. Hence, SSA schools may
perform at a scale of excellence, the
Ekal schools will continue to serve the
society and nation in their
quintessential way.

The flip side of the SSAis also that
children educated in government
schools drop interest in traditional work
like agriculture. They only dream of
government and private jobs.
Consequently, the villages are being
uprooted, and jhuggi-type settlements
are increasing in cities. The agricultural
lands and gardens are lying unattended
and are slowly decaying. The Ekal has
also ruminated on such remedies and
has included certain steps for this
purpose in its charter of plans. It is
planning to establish Gramothan and
Swablamban Prashikshan Kendra
(Self-reliance Training Centre) in each
zone while protecting the greenery and
protecting the nature. It means village
youth will be trained to generate
employment in their villages
themselves. They will study in their
village and open their start- up in the
same village. But we must keep in mind
that the government can never replace
society, so the answer must come from
society itself. Both society and the
government have their separate roles
in solving the problems of the country. If
the government has Dhan (money), the
society has dharma (conviction). The
base of the government's efforts is
money, while society connectss
through links of affection. The
government’s efforts are vulnerable to
malignant things like corruption and
reliance on government machinery, but
society works via goodwill that creates
a sense of self-reliance and love for
values. Government education is giving
rise to demand for government and
private jobs. Social efforts are leading
to the generation of self-employment,
which is the basis of a life full of self-
respect. Hence, let the government do
its work, and the society will shoulder its
share of responsibility.” m

(To be Continued...)
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“The true measure of achievement is not only what we build for ourselves,
but what we enable others to build for their future.”

Sri Naresh Kumar’s journey from
pioneering industry to empowering
Bharat's villages reflects a simple
belief: achievement matters most when
it enables others to build a better future.
Forhim, “standing tall” has never meant
rising above others, but using decades
of enterprise, experience and influence
to lift people up beginning with
education as a pathway to dignity,
independence and stronger village life.

Born on 1 January 1954 in
Darjeeling into a Haryana family known
for entrepreneurial drive and service,
Naresh Kumar grew up with two
enduring instincts: readiness to act and
a sense that success carries an
obligation. Throughout his life, he has
sought to unite these values by building
institutions through hard work and
discipline and directing their strength
toward public good.

A Pioneer’s Mindset

Adistinguished student, he topped
Mechanical Engineering at YMCA,
UST, Faridabad, now J. C. Bose
University of Science and Technology.
He later served several terms as
president of its alumni association. His
engineering education provided the
foundation for an entrepreneurial
career in a sector that was then largely
unfamiliar territory for Indian industry.
As a promoter, he was among the
pioneers who helped build India’s
capacity in offshore oil-and-gas drilling
in a private sector. His group’s rigs

September-October, 2026

- Naresh Kumar

worked for ONGC, and the business
later expanded to other national and
international oil companies. He also
carried his experience into industry
forums in India and abroad,
contributing to the sector’s future. His
leadership earned recognition. He
became the first Asian to serve on the
Excomm of the International
Association of Drilling Contractors
(IADC) USA (Estd 1940), was the
founding Vice Chairman of its South-
Central Asia Chapter. In India, he
chaired the Oil & Gas Services Division
of the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CIl) and served on its National Council,
as well as on FICCI's National
Hydrocarbon Committee. At the
Petrotech Society, the largest oil and
gas association in Asia, he was a
founding member and served four
terms as President. The Government of
India included him in its Hydrocarbon
Restructuring Group, where policy
ideas he advocated were adopted. His
contributions received awards,
including an Industrial Excellence
Award and an international honour
presented in Madrid, Spain. The thread
in his career is his willingness to enter
unfamiliar territory, build Indian
capacity, unite people and create
enduring institutions.

From Achievement to Seva

The same institution-building
instinct shaped Sri Naresh Kumar’s
philanthropy. Education, skills and
health have remained central priorities,

Naresh Kumar

rooted in his conviction that meaningful
progress begins by expanding people’s
capabilities. He has supported and
served as trustee for charitable
initiatives including PL — RL Charitable
trust, the Mahabharti Sanskriti
Research Trust, Acharya
Mahamandleshwar Swami
Ganeshanandiji Maharaj Dharmarth
Trust, active in education and social
upliftmentin Haryana and few others. In
2014, he became Vice Chairman of the
World Hindu Congress, which brought
together more than 2,000 delegates
from 53 nations. His philosophy has
remained consistent: goodwill
becomes effective seva when
combined with organisation, shared
leadership and clear purpose. Idea of
CSR was envisioned by him,
suggested and discussed with the then
Prime Minister, resulting finally in its
implementation. Latest being more
than Rs 40,000/- Crores in year 25-26
alone for social welfare.

The Ekal Commitment

Ekal Abhiyan represents perhaps
the clearest expression of this
philosophy. Ekal’s distinctive strength
lies not only in bringing education to
rural and tribal communities, but in
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building a model rooted in the village
itself—with teachers drawn from local
communities, active participation,
respect for local culture and the belief
that each child can become the starting
point for wider transformation.
Sri Naresh Kumar’s role in the
movement has evolved into institutional
leadership. He now Chairs the Trust
Board of Ekal Global Foundation and
serves as a Trustee Ekal Vidyalaya
Foundation USA, Ekal Gramothan
Foundation and Bharat Lok Shiksha
Parishad. These roles connect
international support, education, Skills,
Aarogya, Culture and Integrated Village
development. His contribution extends
beyond financial support. He
strengthens governance, connects
committed people, widens the support
base and aligns Ekal's branches
around a common purpose. Ekal's
growth beyond 100,000 schools and
reach to millions of children are
milestones, but Sri Naresh Kumar
believes scale matters only when
connected to quality, relevance and
measurable village-level change while
inculcating the sense of Responsibility.

To quote him, “Ekal does not
merely educate a child. It awakens
confidence, capability and self-
reliance across the entire village.”

Village Transformation

According to Sri Naresh Kumar, as
India’s education system changes and
government schools reach more
communities, Ekal’s role must evolve. It
can address gaps where last-mile
presence, trust and adaptability remain
essential. The village classroom can
become an entry point to digital literacy,
health and hygiene awareness,
vocational training, income
opportunities, environmental
stewardship and deeper community
engagement grounded in Human
Values. Success should not be
measured only by numbers of schools
or students, but by how many villagers
become more capable, confident and
self-reliant.

Youth Must Own the Mission

For SriNaresh Kumar, the future of
any movement depends on whether the
next generation truly makes it its own.
Young people should not be limited to
attending events or contributing to
occasional drives; they need
responsibility, freedom to experiment
and genuine ownership of the mission’s
future. Young Indians in India and
across the diaspora bring technological
confidence, new communication
methods and a desire for tangible
impact. Ekal can channel this energy
through volunteering, mentoring, social
enterprise, digital-first learning and
direct engagement with villages.
Experienced leaders, in turn, should
increasingly become mentors, passing
on institutional knowledge while
creating space for new leadership.

Women at the Centre

Sri Naresh Kumar recognizes that
women already drive much of Ekal's

grassroots impact, particularly the
Acharyas and other workers who build
trust within families and communities.
But, for him, the next phase should
expand women'’s leadership at village,
regional, national and global levels.
Education, skills and leadership
opportunities for women create
benefits that extend far beyond the
individual. Children benefit, families
become stronger and communities
gain a stronger voice. Women'’s
leadership is therefore not an additional
element of Ekal’s mission; itis central to
achieving lasting transformation.

Standing with Others

Three pursuits define Naresh
Kumar’s life: quality, discipline, building
businesses and institutions besides
serving others. His business career
demonstrates the courage to enter new
territory; his work with industry and
public bodies reflects his ability to unite
people and shape outcomes; and his
commitment to Ekal shows how these
capabilities can serve society. The Ekal
he envisions is human while embracing
technology, rooted in culture while
preparing communities for future, and
able to partner with public institutions
without losing grassroots agility. Its next
chapter should place greater
responsibility in the hands of women
and youth. Sri Naresh Kumar has
summed up his journey in these
beautiful words - Standing tall, in the
end, is not a solitary achievement. It
is the quieter strength of standing
alongside others—so a child can
learn, a woman can lead, a young
volunteer can take charge, and an
entire village can rise with
confidence and lasting social
impact, resulting in a Prosperous &
Responsible Bharat. ]

Editorial Team
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Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of India pays deep homage to its illustrious
member of the team of Founder Trustees, the Settlor and Chairman of this Trust
foundedinthe year 1999.

The seed sown through him has become today a giant banyan tree assuming
Global dimensions, being ceaselessly supported by innumerable overseas
Indians staying connected with their roots.

Ekal Abhiyan enjoys the envious position of an unparalleled NGVO running
nearly one lakh Ekal Vidyalaya across India, serving the downtrodden segmentin
Tribal & Rural areas of our country.

With sympathy and regard
Ekal Family
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The Ekal Abhiyan Trust helps 2.2 million
children - 52 per cent of them girls - access
education. Many of its initiatives benefit tribal
communities; all of its initiatives are a tribute
to the Mahatma and his vision
#PresidentKovind
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In 1989, when the Ekal movement began its journey with a
simple yet revolutionary idea—One Teacher, One School, One
Village—few could have imagined the extraordinary story that
would unfold in the decades to come.

Today, the Ekal movement has grown to more than 100,000
Ekal Vidyalayas, carrying the light of education and
transformation to the remotest corners of Bharat. And behind
every transformed life is the silent contribution of countless
teachers, volunteers, donors, supporters, well-wishers and
committed workers who have made the impossible possible.

It was amid this expanding journey that Ekal Prayas was born.

In 2010, following the successful Ekal Kumbh in Delhi, the first
issue of this bilingual, bimonthly in-house magazine was
published. It was a modest beginning a 28-page publication
conceived to document, communicate and celebrate the
expanding work of the Ekal movement.

But with time, Ekal Prayas became much more than a
magazine.

Itbecame a living chronicle of the Ekal journey.

From 28 pages in its first edition, it has evolved into a
comprehensive 44-page publication reflecting the vast and
expanding canvas of Mission Ekal. Its pages have carried the
voices, initiatives, achievements, aspirations and stories of the
Ekal family across India and abroad.

Over the years, Ekal Prayas has documented the movement's
expansion across states, its international chapters and its ever-
growing areas of service.

A MAGAZINE WITH MANY WINDOWS

Every section of Ekal Prayas opens a different window into the
world of Ekal.

Ekal’s Historic Journey takes readers back to the roots of the
movement and reminds us how far the organisation has
travelled.

Standing Tall celebrates individuals whose dedication and
contribution have strengthened the movement.

The Guest Column brings the reflections and perspectives of
distinguished contributors.

The Cover Story captures the central theme of each issue
including dedicated features from Ground Zero.

The Roundup of Ekal Events captures the energy and scale of
activities taking place across the country and around the world.

Vanyatra takes readers into the field—to the villages,
communities and people whose lives form the heart of the Ekal
mission.



Vanvasi Shaurya Gatha brings forward stories of THE 100TH ISSUE: A MOMENT TO REMEMBER

courage, determination, valour and achievement from The 100th issue is an obportunity to pause
tribal communities during freedom struggle. Not to stop. But to look Egck y 10 pause.

To remember where the journey began.
To honour those who walked before us.
To celebrate those who continue to walk with us.

Together, these sections create a narrative that is both
diverse and unified.

Celebrating

100 Issues of Mission Ekal

One Mission. Countless Lives Transformed.

P TR S
FQDTF'IIIII'IT
OF EKAL
W ;’
Y,
=0 T o
ONE MISSION. THE JOURNEY CONTINUES
SO THED WA TR AR A The most beautiful thing about a journey is that reaching a
+  The 100th issue of Ekal Prayas is a milestone in the milestone does not mean reaching the destination. The 100th
journey of amovement. issue is not the conclusion of Ekal Prayas.
*  The first issue documented the success of an Ekal Itis a new beginning. The first 100 issues tell us where we have
Kumbh. come from.
* The 100thissue represents something far greater. The nextissues will tell future generations where we are going.
It represents the cumulative journey of seventeen years And as long as the Ekal mission continues to walk towards the
of uninterrupted communication, documentation and last village, there will always be stories worth telling. Because
celebration of Mission Ekal. the journey continues.

Team Ekal Prayas

IS S

Manju Srivastava Siddhartha S Gautam Harsh Malik Sandeep Kumar
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PRIAT TG g 737 2 o7, fopere

qreiidTe], gxel, IR BISSH

: g
TAT FANT T W Afed
ARAAY & 43 I<H I 400
aftres wfafafest 3 wefirar
DI | 39 UBR I8 FHIT IR
H AUl Udhel a1dg URYS gRaR
CINIEIREESRIEI

o feaw: &1dHa &1

NETIC - DRI D DI ek

YIRS 3 IR FEE Ud <Y

%ﬁWW mﬂwﬁﬂﬂ) o,
IRTY WISsIE 3w sfedm,
S AOE FAR a9, 2N Y
TR, ?ﬁ‘ju fHadae arever,

gooldeld ¥ gal, e m®
JHIT b AU FHRIHSD

qraTaRer b1 faEfor fRar|
T THT dex & Ieyel &Y fadg

September-October, 2026



ENAL PRAYAS ">~

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

AT H W IgEEE H
SRR T FEHTRIAT BT @Rt
vg feed  fhar) aWr @
A e, S WY HAR
AR 7 Hel [ AP Bribdl
{Ted @ ardfdd wIfke 2|
Il Al ¥ |ed # a<
RreRal 9™ &1 e
forgr gor o srdeaten 9
S Ul BT AFTEYE B X8
BT MUE fhar| =/ war fb
Ied &1 AR girfay & fore
IR & Hd 3R gamsll &
ITATE BT FHIY AT d
ATIITD B |

gqy URYg DI WU
STARI 15, 1989 P ABR HIhIl
& a7 gei—8a & A1 g3 fbg
D] HIRT a9 1986 H BT URH
1 773 ol | aay ulRug & 40 a
@ YA Pl Jool PR gU
fyaca™ IS sreger S wHET
FAR TR A TS & A7
3O JrgWa w|Ten fhy| S
1. TIM < & INTEH BT a2
I fhar vd gl &
WWWSIMG@QQGMI
TRITRAT < AT Ffeh! el FHftd
PrRIbdel H gRafid fhar e
S AT Fae  3ATST ey
IRAR BT 3G TR |

ML I ah Y P Ae—
WHRAE & aTdld HAR A
SUCEECI I CNEGIS IR EaN
STeld 8 ®el &b fbdl &l dab o
ST 9 89 9 B H Sild Hebel

$AfTT BRIGAT BT A ST
aferes  wgeayuf 2| SEIA
HrRIGAe @ e war vd
FHYOT YTIAT b ARTEAT BT q2T
T & i AHYT U SARGTRI
& AT 3T AT BRI DR & BT
3ear fear |

Igdred 949 H fwg f2g
uRyg & WY HerIrgd ud
A &1 IR IgarE I
B3| ISP A5 o1, "fIea s
IRT: 2191 941 H§ 4R @ IRa®
qAPT" | IBIF BT b AR Bl
g0 fawg @1 Anfee™ o= 2|
I ARl 7 T IuRerd S
P TH WD, AHAHR TG
AT IRa & fHfor #
JOAT ANTEH < & forg uRa
fopa |

fawerma ta gausa a9
v g H HWR Tohd,
aaaran, f$fed ua amEdy,
ArereT AT, WUHl Ue HReTeh
I, HTEMR U THUERITE,
ol fod vd yersfeT S
fowal & "8 e dobl BT A
JATATST g1 FTHH ST qHTIRAT
ERT ISt & A 9 fawg &1
foeqa wu | welRid fear wan
qor foRyds ==t g8 | 91 o
U BRI &F Bl 3R AfD
ECICKICTICE IS BRI EIC I
T AT Y, FHdA

AP TRA HRIDH BT
TS fhar T R IR
e BR WBIHT &ew
(TEYIY) @1 HATID Ud IR
JATETAT $THAT T TR q
ID! EH 7 FABRI WA
BT YT &1 | IR D 9 Ue
gfafted AT I WRWRT Bl
TRAT BT g R Brell 59 ugfal
T Ul gaR HgIell, wragul
AT 3R 9RHRE A AT qeiehi
DI HAG PR (T |

ARpId drdwd | Il
BT |1 Jedd Gax HATI VET |
At @ Il FTS @1 981 @&
gRT B8 Sl AT U1 <2 |
R HRIBH H ARARI Bl
e qom garelt &1 \EanT
T o |

fgdta faera: fodia feaw &
YR AT HD o 3 HHCIL
SI. g (IS TToll) & FH Ua
I UROMGTT Tefida | gaT |

PR-UGfl ®T IMEE-—Ta™
o Term wfasr &) SRS IR

g <ifep 99 s & 8R SR

September-October, 2026

ErsRiCeicall

S| YT RS UG AT
Igared H 9l eRiGarel

a'_‘ll;'k_‘l, DOV, HDRIHD HId

27



28

ENAL PRAYAS “>

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

3R fy-<amet St & ARt WR foReR
M dg4 BT IROM & | 3D
ICEINGRICE B ) B e G
HT B arel g |1 & forg
ArTeeie g gU |

ST faT & A8 (Zone wise)
gdf U9 yaiR &7, m‘%maﬁa
TR &7, TIET &3 BT JSDl Bl
Al AT g7 | &5 gl =
JAUH—31I &l H U Bl Dl
IR, IS Bl AT,
AT T B BT 3R D
oaTdT g 3P faval W
@ 3T dsH 4 AW @Y
TH—ER W HIEH, AEgiRed
THRIE @iof del Q¥R H
3O FH= Dl GGG DR Bl
AEIYUl AR U1 T |

nfaredt T & wel
U, 9HTSEaTr % quEt T
SASTAT Gehta o Hargdh it
AT eI (I ], Hed
IOIREIR, fSrer:  sfeerers,
T BT 396 HaT BRI B
g9ey  uRyg War WA |
| fear Tar| g9
a1ferReh faf=T &l 2 waifde

JAMSIYH Hbed  (Highest OTS
Collection), TTTGTATN & T #
gf (Growth in Donors), ¥aiferd

IEEgdr dhd+d  (Highest
Membership Collection), &Il
AHad A gfg  (Growth in
Membership), &T-U&§erd #
Jeheedl (Proficiency in Accounts),
ARG AR (Vibrant Chapter),
JArgAT gar (Rising Yuva) oI
qIaTAT SMfe ARl H Ihe
fblij DR dTel R aAT D
gfafaferat &1 g fear
TAT| dod H IPpE TS TG
T AR & el 31 BTiIHeT
9% Td Udhel FAT Bl KN
DI #IHdT MY SiF Bl
President Discretionary Award I o
T T T3 |

41 fae aveg ulRug (Friends
of Tribals Society) @1 3741 a1
AR F9T BT AT AT fhar
T T TR W AT
HETAfd S wuT Srared o
focfra ¥ 202526 @ Afd
gferda (Secretary's Report) U
®HIA BY dUNR DI U
Tfafaferal, Suaferi vd e
B YT T favga faavor & |
AT B ITH URYG B ATET
AISTATRN Td TR SrRi—faem |
T gfafaferat 1 sravTd HRmT |
dJob H TR Fed wWR W
GXDHR  [oHAl DI LAY,
SRRaHe 9l @ fo drerd
e dRIpAl &1 faRaR oI
ey fRIfoRt & frafad smaie=
SR fava ygRg RE | g ArSTal
BT = I Hal D AIH |
TS H R Ud IhRH
gRads @M1 81 §8% § I
DI 1 W [T A Y
2025—26 T fa¥d oI Hfcrda

(Accounts) Il T qr T =1
A TRV & A ol
yfcrad @1 argdraT (Approved)
fepa |

|HAT H UHSITE D
TUUH Ae Ud  ANGRD
gAST 1 IR AT BIERT
(@rgsi) @ TRAFT IuRerfa
1 & T IRV <& | 39S
AR 9d s sremer vd
TG GGl Ugash &1 Fool
WOhT dAT TSI FREDH 30
ToF BAR g9 BT ArRid
ARTERE W |1 T U ga |
ITD! GIGIE, FAYY 3R A
YAl 7 e B e A
DI g fa2T 9&™ B |

IR Jarafadr &1 AFTe WY
G T T FEaqY UEf e |
UM GTed IR TR e &l
AIRh G | S (el qayor
P TRIEAT DI TS | STHT HIT—HTT
IR b BRIGARI b forg FRAR
DROTT BT AT 1T T 2 |

qara fead: IR & qar
fegg # +fl ar@d STE,
ATHIAT AR FAFAT BT

IATAROT §T V&7 | 9 TR W)
qeHsil S7 oo WoTddT 7 37

September-October, 2026



EKAL PRAYAS *

il...u.'l'

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Wﬁwqﬁmﬁwaﬂﬁzﬁr
Il B gY AL M T B
WISl & I1g fdar| s doH

e

BRIBGH BT JATSH 8T, Il
THSITA Bl AT a8 DI Th

=T gget ol | 39 Il S

HAR g4, A1 WA FAR
AR, 3N Y HAR  ATRIA

gTETAIeN &1 a¥ = fhar 3,
ST ®ael FEAr 8 81, dfed

o aR© ﬂqmcbdlsﬁ ® I
IRTEE BT W TRUT UG S
AR BRIABALSN, TSI,
AqEfdl vd el & Ui
g3d W el I bl g,
e A9 fobg gge ANTar A
fTed @l fFRax oifke vd i
TS BT |

THAT H IRT WRER &
PIIAT Ta W19 FHAT 17 o1, fober
X B faRre suRefy &
U IgATe H IR AT B
sfaer, Ao o @ faeg
g0 Heul dor fuder 1948 H
TRER Joel¥¥Ts Ucd & -Iged H
EENEICHC IR R (ko)
TR HRAT | 39 faaRT o 89
HETE gfera™l @1 AT Aol HR
&, fS71% MR WR AP AR
®T foEor gam| @ 8 S
T BT 39 TRl favrad &
TRETUT UG Haed & Ui 3o
TTRICT BT FROT BT |

TEAT & HE At 9w 39
7 @1 wed fa9iy ey

UHEITH URAR & Afshd TEaTil
7 gb ©| I8 bad THEHM
P HIETH | 99 JTHT FaeiT BT
ST o | svamﬁzmﬁra%
dewr fear fo

HW?EQH@@@WW
TEHIRGT ®Rd §, d9 S
ferator &7 I3 3R fSrd TeRh
BT ST © |

5 R ARG b FEd
qIgS ol H | UH T qferor
AT & e [dRERE ©
| BreiTd R geFgR i
& Udhd el &1 geeie |
amargt wrfeslt & wrfeele #
S srrefawaT™, rgemdT ud
g STWRU & AT SRiA
GASERINCES IR eI E R
AEHd B TAlDl BT ure o,
S AR R g e B TR
g9 B AT HR AT |
I KT 7 R FGHRTR &I
afh Td FERIHADAT H R
e ok 91 1 e & |

FEAl d gEIrE g

September-October, 2026

SHBT ST ge T fohaT |

AT Bl A%hod] & U
B T B geH AT Tl
31rd YRS T | Taf+iT 918 &
AR F IR &1 3HdH IR
yard fear dem JaTET Iy,
TS JieaT AT Td TAT=T
a1 |AfT & AT F A,
Ao, IRTET TAT HYUT HRIHA
a%mwwgﬁr@aﬁaﬁl
Pl T 999 @& ¥gfa
S T DI Q—Cf SRCIRIRIR
TF BT AT IS Bl FhA
T H AT AN & |

"HTed 3R Yydre” B
qaaT 9 URT 59 99T |
Ar2d BRI, URWRS FEIRT
TAT ITARGTRAT DI JTa=T BT AR
Aed gge fdar| siuwaiRe
Jodl W PN ARG Hdrg
Tb, T gfavrf a7t dar vg
IS Bl M dgH & U ol
LA IS R |

PRIPH BT faRE Fhed I
9 U IEE D AT IS B
Jreet U oedi & Ui Srgen
feT QTS | S99 uwETq I
el o T HAR AR
I & U g3 9 IR A<h
fhar| S| uAd BrADd,
I TD, ATITSTD Ud IET DT
g=gare efag fear, e
P URSH Uqd U | IT
AT ITT Th 8T | SD
g=IdTe S99 & A1 AT 9
e, I iR a1 9 uRyvf

9 T BT TRATYUT FHYA
BT | u
T 3TEATA

29



B B Slel

T2 dl A Ididaldsl o 3T6Ra JAB2 bT 21l

I TER ITT YRR | ST "Tehet STFETA ' ( Tehet UMW HT6A ) GRT farma et Auet ua feeett § ekt st
T HIHHH T WA ATATS FhaT T | 36 TRAETYUT A | oot -TTEH 3R Ut & g anrsm™fad,
FfgSiiaat 3 MU= AR 7t TS G H T WA aht | FHTEehH ohl HEA faua Heidr § Wraes ahl 3HEn
HET' o, e AT | Ukt ot Uer it 18T eh STTATHT ohl HHTS oh R TET T |

PRIHA & G geh], AT
GReTT I (BSF) & PSS Ud
YA BIITAd (VR
S WeR) & yd ke

LA 9w T 9 Udhd
AT & AT U STHIAT
| STgMdl B WEYUl T 9
qre fdar| SEiH - gdm,
"9 H SRR B AR, TH. GRT IR IRRAT Harex
H AT o, 99 WEred g al # FErferd gahd
fqermeri & sl 3R drRiddisl + YR dfai
o1 59 JHR AN {631, 98 AT IRUERIS ¢ |
T8 Uhdl I s ARl DI WG QYA BT AT DI
ST 2 1" Sei Xw@iford forar o Afeer werbianRor
3R garsll & JISRTRURS HRIET0T & & § Ydbel Bl
BRI PRI B, T I FHI—9g W @
TETTHAT 21 e A W AR gD © |

THTIOT Sht AATRAT X S Tod

fafre a1, g THTENT TR’ @ RIS, IR
g g feida S Qe T = AR B ASASr
IR RS T B IR fBar | IS/ A=
SR & AAfad AFARI Fd8R 3R I aa-i dl
TARTERTT TR Y12l STeidd §Y Bal b 3Tk o Rghd
I T Tl TS, UT0T S$fTg UR a9 7 Slls’ & by
P ) e tasa AR & o9
AE—IMMIME T ol TG HUdlel o A
IRg® iR idR® [ T Ieeld B gY Iardl
5 3T FAST BT Tl AN | 1 ol g
3MALIHAT R 2 |

PRIBH BT IIEARD & T I IREAR PR H Thal
Rl & Tlell HT AR ARTEM &7 | <1 & fafi
A A 3MY Udhel ThR R & 37 dridwaril o

3T G 3MR Al Aivpicre IR & | n

T Reh @ AT,
I?IFMERT H Th Eﬁf ST
BRI DT AT T 137 |
ST P Ieed T TS
DT Ul AT DI HRIYGI,
el e iR I feEior
D ARG A YRR BRI
off | BRIHH DI YOI T
HIRA" 3R SIAAT DI BRI I TR SR o 4
TS | I I7hT A WER I 7 9 & SRS & 30 Wf
H YR 3Tl IS S 1ol e S of gal & | fafire
ey £ FRaer Area iR £ ISTHAR Felaret = Uhed &
HaT BT BT TR BT gY TS & i @fh T
e uger & g9 HASTIS W WSAN o Pl SATEd
BT | 31 RISTHAR F2iaret 7 HBT fdh YT T gardt
aﬁwﬁwﬁr&mﬁ%sﬂﬂmmﬁ
HEIRT HRAT 1 & ol qul Ud & &1 H1d 2 |

i fARaer ITa =¥ 31U IgARA H FeET fh 3D AN
AMART 3R IGERAT H FHIST HaT T 7 oy @ arcd
R B, i Yl ST @l farearr o8 2 o st o
TR WS, TTH W IR BRIGdl 5 faaRT T Ucger
PRIOY H IR R B 8 | S YFifhd fhar b vhat
BT BRI Hdel (TR AT ATYT Th AT T XEHY FHIST
& 3if AIRB T Uga BT T Sildd ST & |

T PpITedeT S fadie IRrdre 3R IR THIRY
Y TSI TR 9 TR IR IO F9S & 41 Ag
TIDR GH, AEPIT IR PRI & FREAT H S+ R I
T | ofd ® T BRIGRI 31eueT i FaTy Taret o
= Y BT MR A<h {HAT | RIHH BT
oy S Bfud dfear J fhar iR
SHDT FHIUT ML S AT G| m

Do TAR Y, Uhel AT



ENAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

EKAL RURAL IMMERSION PROGRAMME
NANAKMATTA, KHATIMA, UTTARAKHAND
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The Ekal Rural
Immersion Programme
(ERI) successfully
2 conducted its third

Rural Immersion
o Programme at the
Nanakmatta Sanch (cluster) in the
Khatima region of Uttarakhand. ERlis a
unique internship initiative of Ekal
Sansthan designed to bridge the gap
between academia and rural India by
providing school and university
students with immersive field
experiences.

The programme enables students
to understand rural realities, identify
community needs, and contribute
towards sustainable rural development
through research, innovation, and
social entrepreneurship. By engaging
directly with village communities,
participants gain insights into
education, livelihoods, healthcare, skill
development, agriculture, and local
governance while exploring practical,
research-driven solutions for rural
upliftment. The initiative also nurtures
socially responsible leaders committed
to nation-building through experiential
learning.

The participating group comprised
six students from Indraprastha College
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for Women Sheetal Jakhar,
Shubhakshi, Sonal Gupta, Saima
Sheikh, Priya, and Tanisha
accompanied by their Assistant
Professor, Dr. Archana Kumari. They
were joined by Akshay from the Institute
of Information Technology &
Management (lITM), Janakpuri, and
Khanak from Ryan International
School. The programme was
coordinated on the ground by Sri Ram
from Ekal, with Professor Vineet Kumar
from Motilal Nehru College and Smt.
Sunila Bhatia accompanying the group
throughoutthe immersion.

Day 1: Understanding Rural
Development Initiatives

The participants departed from
Delhi in the morning and reached
Nanakmatta in the afternoon, where
they received a traditional welcome
with floral garlands and a portrait of
Swami Vivekananda.

The first visit was to Siddha Gram,
where students explored the Integrated
Village Development (IVD) initiatives.
They interacted with trainees enrolled
in the Women Empowerment Centre
(WEC), Computer Training Lab (CTL),
and Beautician Training Centre,
learning how skill development and
entrepreneurship are helping reduce

migration while promoting self-reliance
in rural communities.

Later, the group visited the Ekal
Gram Vidyalaya at Dhusra village.
Students observed digital classroom
practices where an Acharya used a
tablet to conduct lessons. They
interacted with teachers, students, and
village committee members,
documented their observations, and
participated in community engagement
activities by writing inspirational
messages through village wall
paintings.

The day concluded with visits to
the historic Nanakmatta Gurudwara
and the nearby dam. The participants
received Prasad and were honoured
with a Saropa by the Gurudwara
management, making it a memorable
cultural experience.

Day 2: Community Interaction and
Sustainable Rural Practices

The second day focused on
deeper engagement with rural
communities at Manjhola, Ekal Gram
Vidyalaya.

Students conducted household
surveys to understand education,
livelihoods, sanitation, and local
challenges. They also learned about
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sustainable rural practices, including
incense stick manufacturing,
vermicomposting, preparation of
natural pest-control agents, and soak-
pit construction.

The participants enjoyed a
traditional community lunch at the
residence of Sri Dharm Singh Rana,
Cluster Head, experiencing rural
hospitality firsthand.

In the evening, an interactive
session was organised with regional
and divisional committee members,
including Sri Bhuvan Chandra Pandey,
Smt. Shanti Pandey, Sri Vinay Batra,
Sri Mahesh Mittal, Sri Umesh Agarwal,
Sri Dharm Singh Rana, Sri Keshwar
Chaurasia, Sri Jagdish Chandra
Pandey, Sri Sher Singh, and Sri Pawan
Rana. The programme also received
valuable support from Sri Arvind
Kumar, Divisional Activity Trainer, along
with volunteers Ms. Rameshwari,
Ms. Saraojini,and Ms. Bhavana.

Day 3: Reflection, Research and
Rural Entrepreneurship

The final day began with a
reflection session during which
students shared their observations,
learnings, and experiences from the
immersion programme.

The team then proceeded to
Ainchta Vihi village, where they
continued field surveys and interacted
with villagers to gain deeper insights

L, -

College students obServing teaching session at Ekal Vidyalaya

into local issues and opportunities. A
traditional rural meal at the teacher's
residence further strengthened their
understanding of community life and
rural values.

On the return journey, Sri Umesh
Agarwal, President of the Regional
Campaign Committee, invited the
students to visit his rice mill, providing
valuable exposure to rural
entrepreneurship and agro-based
industries. At Rudrapur, Sri Vinay Batra
warmly hosted the participants for
breakfast before the group departed for
Delhi.

Impact of the Programme

The three-day immersion enabled
participants to experience rural India
beyond textbooks and classrooms. By
living among villagers, interacting with
educators, farmers, women
entrepreneurs, and community
leaders, students developed a deeper
understanding of rural strengths and
challenges.

The programme encouraged
participants to think critically about how
academic knowledge can be translated
into practical solutions through
interdisciplinary research, technology,
innovation, and social entre-
preneurship. The insights gathered
during the internship are expected to

serve as a foundation for future research
projects, community initiatives, and
sustainable development interventions
aimed at improving the quality of life in
rural areas.

The programme was led by
Smt. Sunila Bhatia under the
coordination of Dr. Ramandeep Kaur,
ERI Coordinator, Joint Secretary, Ekal
Sansthan, and Professor at the Institute
of Information Technology &
Management (IITM), Janakpuri,
affiliated with Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University (GGSIPU).

The Ekal Rural Immersion
Programme (ERI) is the brainchild of
Sri Praveen Arya and Prof. Manju
Srivastava, Trustees of Ekal Sansthan.
Conceived as a structured rural
internship initiative, ERI seeks to
connect academia with rural India
through experiential learning, research,
and social entrepreneurship. By
encouraging students to understand
grassroots realities and co-create
sustainable solutions with rural
communities, the programme
continues to build socially responsible
professionals committed to inclusive
developmentand nation-building. =

Smt. Sunila Bhatia
Ekal Sansthan

September-October, 2026
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Friends of Tribal Society (FTS)
has launched Health Awareness
Campaign 2026, a new pilot initiative in
the states of West Bengal and Odisha
aimed at addressing the health
concerns of villagers living in remote
and underserved areas.

The campaign focuses on
preventive healthcare, regular health
awareness and active community
participation. Through sustained
engagement atthe grassroots level, the
initiative seeks to promote awareness
about hygiene, nutrition, sanitation,
common health concerns and the
importance of timely medical attention.

FTS Launches
Health Awareness Campaign 2026

A Preventive Healthcare Initiative for Remote Tribal Communities

Rather than limiting healthcare
intervention to the treatment of illness,
the campaign seeks to build a culture of
health awareness and prevention within
the community. Local participation will be
encouraged to ensure that health
education becomes a regular and
sustainable part of village life.

The pilot project is envisioned as a
collaborative effort involving
communities, local volunteers and
healthcare professionals. Based on the
experience and learnings from West
Bengal and Odisha, the initiative may
subsequently be expanded to other
remote and underserved areas.

Why is this health initiative
important?

* Preventive screening and basic
medical support are often difficult
toaccessin remote villages.

« Awareness about nutrition,
hygiene, anaemia, diabetes and
hypertension can support earlier
action.
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* FTS can mobilise communities
through existing relationships with
volunteers, Panchayats, ASHAs
and local health teams.

Initiative Overview

Purpose: Bring health awareness,
screening, medical consultation and
essential medicines closer to
underserved rural and tribal
communities.

Proposed Plan: A 150+ camp
programme across Odisha, supported
by FTS and Ekal field networks.

What We Deliver: Awareness
sessions, BP/sugar/haemoglobin
screening, consultation, medicines,
referrals and campwise documentation.

Inauguration

Formal commencement of the
campaign: The health awareness
camp held at Padang Village under
Telkoi Block marked the formal
inauguration of the campaign. The
event brought together Dr. Harish

Anand, local elected representatives,
Panchayat leadership, doctors, public-
health personnel, ASHA and
Anganwadi workers, and FTS/Ekal
functionaries and volunteers. Their
participation established a
collaborative platform for delivering
preventive healthcare in remote tribal
communities.

Inauguration of the campaign at
Padang Village, Telkoi Block.

Value delivered through

Community Access: Health services
were taken directly to three remote
villages over three consecutive days.

Preventive awareness: Doctors
guided villagers on dietary habits,
healthy lifestyles and recognition of
common health risks.

Screening and Consultation:
Beneficiaries received basic health
checks, medical consultation and
identification of conditions requiring
attention.
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SUMMARY OF THE FIRST THREE CAMPS

Date Camp location Beneficiaries
26 Jun 2026 Padang Village, Telkoi Block 889
27 Jun 2026 Not Village, Kaptipada Block 217
28 Jun 2026 Magarmuhan Village, Khamar Block 211
Total Beneficiaries 763

Immediate support: Free medicines
were distributed based on assessed
medical needs, with local health teams
supporting camp delivery.

Summary of the
First Three Camps

The initial camp cluster reached
763 beneficiaries across Padang, Not
and Magarmuhan villages. Each camp
combined community awareness,
medical screening, consultation and
medicine distribution.Date

Health Observations: The camps
identified common health concerns
including high blood pressure, elevated
blood sugar, anaemia, skin conditions,
back and knee pain, diarrhoea, cough
and fever. Anaemia was observed
frequently among adolescent girls and
women, highlighting the need for
continued nutritional awareness and
follow-up screening.

To address these concerns,
beneficiaries received basic health
screenings, medical consultations and
free medicines based on clinical need.
Doctors also provided guidance on
nutrition, hygiene, healthy dietary
practices and lifestyle changes.
Patients requiring further attention

were advised to seek follow-up care
through nearby public health facilities.

Dignitaries and Key Attendees
Across the Three Camps: The three
health awareness camps witnessed
strong participation from senior
representatives of Ekal Abhiyan Arogya
Shiksha, Vanbandhu Parishad, local
government bodies and the public
health system.

Dr. Harish Anand led the inaugural
phase, with Dr. Prafulla Sahu providing
medical and health-awareness support
across the camps. Public
representatives and community
leaders included MLA Fakir Mohan
Naik, Padang Sarpanch Bholeswar
Naik, Manaranjan Mallik, Manaranjan
Satpathy, Subrata Kumar Mahanti,
Arjun Mahanta and other Anchal,
Sanch, Prabhag, Bhag and Sambhag
office-bearers.

The camps were also supported by
district and block-level health officials,
including Dr. Dhananjaya Mahanta,
CDMO of Baripada, Dr. Soumyadeep
Muduli, Medical Officer P. Satyam,
doctors from Bhubaneswar, and teams
from Telkoi CHC, Kaptipada CHC and
the Telkoi Mobile Health Unit.

Grassroots participation included
Anganwadi workers, ASHA workers,
Sevavratis, Sevika workers, Panchayat
representatives, Sanch committee
members and local volunteers, whose
involvement helped mobilise villagers
and strengthen coordination between
the campaign and the government
healthcare system.

All three camps recorded strong
participation, and villagers expressed
interest in continued health camps in
the future. Doctors, CHC and district
health staff, community workers,
elected representatives and FTS/Ekal
teams jointly supported mobilisation
and delivery.

These health awareness
campaigns will strengthen the
organisation’s network and will help
achieve our motto of Shikshit Bharat,
Swasth Bharat, Samarth Bharat.

Upcoming Odisha Camps: The
next set of camps in Odisha is planned
after the rainy season, with field activity
expected to resume in September
2026. Final dates and village locations
will be confirmed based on weather
conditions, road accessibility and
medical-team availability.

Preparation priorities
before the restart:

*  Review the first three camps and
incorporate operational lessons
into the nextcamp plan.

+ Finalise village selection and
coordinate dates with Panchayats,
local health facilities and field
volunteers.

« Confirm doctors, paramedical
support, testing kits, medicines,
transportation and camp logistics.

+ Strengthen standardised
beneficiary data capture, condition
tracking, medicine records and
referral documentation.

* Begin local mobilisation and
awareness communication
sufficiently ahead of each
confirmed camp date. n

Team Social Media and Campaign
FTS, Kolkata (Special Mention)

Dr. Harish Anand

Project Coordinator,

Health Awareness Campaign

September-October, 2026
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Community Empowerment
Visit to the GRC, Naimisharanya

A visit to the Gramothan Resource
Centre (GRC), Naimisharanya, Uttar
Pradesh was undertaken by
Smt. Manisha Jain, Executive Director,
Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation USA;
Sri Bhaskar Sharma, Executive
Director, Ekal Gramothan Foundation;
Sri Anil Bansal, Zonal Head P4;
Sri Ashok Kumar, Zonal Coordinator;
and Sri Shivam, State Coordinator.

The visit aimed to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the
proposed GRC site, assess its
infrastructure and programme
requirements, engage with the local
community, and review ongoing
initiatives in the area. Interaction with
local Samiti members, villagers and
community representatives provided
valuable grassroots insights into their
aspirations, existing skills, livelihood
opportunities, community needs and
key challenges. Besides that, their
involvement is expected to play an
important role in strengthening local
ownership and facilitating effective
programme implementation.

The team undertook a detailed

assessment of the land identified for the
GRC and discussed the requirements
for its structured, phase-wise
development. The proposed approach
will enable infrastructure and
programmes to evolve systematically in
alignment with community needs,
available resources and identified
priorities.

Discussions also focused on the
potential requirement for training
facilities, skill-development
infrastructure, livelihood-oriented
programmes, community facilities and

other support systems. The GRC is
envisaged not merely as an
infrastructure project, but as a platform
capable of integrating existing
initiatives with new programmes
emerging from community needs.

Way Forward: The visit marked an
important step towards shaping the
future of the proposed GRC. Most
importantly, direct community
engagement brought grassroots
perspectives into the planning process,
ensuring that the centre's future
development remains relevant,
practical and sustainable.

With the right combination of
infrastructure, community participation,
market linked skill development and
livelihood-oriented interventions, the
GRC has the potential to become a
meaningful catalyst for Gramothan
transforming local potential into
sustainable opportunities and
community-led development. ]

Team - Social Media &
Public Relations
Gramothan Resource Foundation
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Experiencing Arogya Foundation’s
Grassroots Health Mission

Arogya Foundation of India (AFI)
organised a three-day Vanyatra for
Smt. Manisha Jain, Executive Director,
Ekal Vidyalaya USA, and Smt. Shivani
Patel, Donor Relationship Manager,
Ekal Vidyalaya USA, across Sanch
Harrai and Sanch Kareli, Madhya
Pradesh. They were accompanied by
Smt. Maumita Chatterjee, Project
Head; Smt. Sujata Dutta Chowdhury,
Project Supervisor; and Dr. Mukul
Bhatia, Rashtriya Margdarshak, AFI.

The Vanyatra offered the visiting
team a first-hand understanding of
AFI’s last-mile, community-based
healthcare model through field
observations, practical demonstrations
and interactions with Arogya Sevikas
and beneficiaries. Key initiatives
included Arogya Gram, Telemedicine,
Chashma (Eye Care) and Anaemia
screening, supported by Janki
Foundation and Ekal Vidyalaya
Foundation USA Sri Mahesh and
Smt. Asha Navani. Senior Karyakartas,
field coordinators and the MIS & Data
Analystalso supported the visit.

Arogya Gram:
Prevention Begins at Home

The team observed demon-
strations of soak pits, compost pits,
nutrition gardens, water filters and

d { | f
_||!, &
Al |

medicinal plants, highlighting simple,
locally relevant solutions for improved
health, hygiene, sanitation and
nutrition. Arogya Sevikas also
demonstrated the preparation and use
of herbal remedies from locally
available medicinal plants, reflecting
AFI's effort to integrate traditional
knowledge with preventive healthcare.

Technology Bringing Healthcare
to the Last Mile

The visitors attended a two-day
Telemedicine Refresher Training for
Arogya Sevikas conducted by AFI
doctors and trainers, Dr. Granthik
Banerjee and Dr. Tathagata Moulik. A
practical demonstration covered the
complete digital workflow from beneficiary
registration and recording vital
parameters to remote medical
consultation, prescriptions and follow-up.

Chashma: Restoring the Gift
of Clear Vision

The team observed the Chashma
Eye Care Project, supported by Janki
Foundation, including registration, eye
examination and vision assessment by
Ophthalmic Assistant Sri Bishvajeet
Nagvanshi, assisted by Sri Dharmendra
Shivvedi. The process included
refractive assessment through an
autorefractometer and trial lenses,

provision of spectacles and follow-up.
Interactions with schoolchildren who had
received spectacles offered touching
evidence of the programme’s impact on
learning and confidence.

Anaemia Screening
and Follow-up

The team witnessed haemoglobin
screening by Arogya Sevikas, including
beneficiary consent, digital recording,
counselling and follow-up. Dr. Granthik
Banerjee also demonstrated AFI’s
Anaemia-focused digital application,
showcasing the integration of
technology, community screening and
Sevika-led care.

Strengthening the Mission
Through Community Leadership

Interactions with Sevikas and
beneficiaries highlighted their dedication
and the challenges of delivering
healthcare in rural communities. The
visiting team also met the Sambhag
Samiti, whose guidance, coordination,
monitoring and field-level feedback
strengthen programme implementation.
Smt. Manisha Jain appreciated AFl's
grassroots approach, motivated the
Sevikas and commended their
dedication, observing the tangible
impact of these initiatives at the
community level. The Vanyatra
reaffirmed AFI’s core philosophy:
healthcare becomes truly
transformative when it reaches the last
mile, empowers local communities and
enables people to become active
partnersin their own well-being. ]

PR & Social Media Team
AFI, Kolkata

September-October, 2026



ENAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Historic MoU Signed
Between FTS and Rotary Internatlonal

Bengaluru | 23 July 2026 Friends
of Tribals Society (FTS), Bengaluru
Chapter, and Rotary International
signed a landmark Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) under the
Dhanyavaad Project, marking a
significant step towards expanding
educational opportunities in rural and
tribal India. Under the partnership,
Rotary International will support 5,000
Ekal Vidyalayas across the country
through financial and institutional
assistance, strengthening access to
quality education for children in
underserved communities. The MoU
was signed in the presence of Ravi
Shankar Dakoju, Governor, Rotary
International District 3192, and
Ramesh Maheshwari, National

President, Friends of Tribals Society, at
1947 Restaurant, Jayanagar,
Bengaluru. Addressing the gathering,
Hathimal Baid, President, Friends of
Tribals Society, Bengaluru Chapter,
highlighted that Rotary International's
support would significantly strengthen
educational initiatives in rural and tribal
regions, creating a lasting social
impact. The event was attended by

national and regional leaders of Friends
of Tribals Society, Rotary
representatives, donors, and
volunteers. The partnership was widely
welcomed as a milestone in advancing
the shared vision of education, service,
and nation-building, and is expected to
benefit thousands of children across
remote tribal and rural communities.

Social Media Team, FTS, Bengaluru

Samarpan Reflecting Timeless Wisdom of Gita

The Friends of Tribals Society

(FTS), Mumbai, organised the
‘Samarpan’ Programme at Ravindra
Natya Mandir, Prabhadevi, Mumbai, with
the participation of approximately 250
members and donors.

The programme highlighted
FTS’s continued commitment to social
transformation through Ekal
Vidyalaya, Ekal Abhiyan, and the
newly initiated Seva Basti Project in

September-October, 2026

Mumbai. Speakers emphasised how
Ekal’s five dimensions and Gram
Sangathan are contributing to the
holistic development of Vanwasi
communities through education,
values, awareness, health, self-
reliance, and community
participation. On the occasion, Sri
Shivprasad Khator, FTS Mumbai
Project Director, shared an inspiring
thought that aptly captured the spirit
of the programme:

" hew THT <t ok o s ST,
hTH THT oAl foh Ug== o9 =TT |

Chief Guest Sri Shreegopal Kabra
appreciated the sustained work of FTS
and Ekal Vidyalaya over the past 35
years and called upon everyone to

strengthen the spirit of service, unity, and
social responsibility.

Highlight of the Smt. Karishma
Goenka’s creative presentation of
Geeta Updesh, blending poetry and
music to connect the timeless wisdom
of the Bhagavad Gita with
contemporary life. Her powerful
presentation conveyed messages of
values, self-discipline, positivity,
responsibility, and purpose, leaving a
lasting impression on the audience.
The distinguished dignitaries gracing
the dais included Sri Ghanshyam Das
Mundra, Working President, FTS
Mumbai; Smt. Sushma Daga,
President, Mumbai Mahila Samiti; Smt.
Manjushri Nevatia, Secretary, Mumbai
Mahila Samiti; and the esteemed Chief
Guest, Sri Shreegopal Kabra.
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Roundup of Ekal Events
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Step into Jagriti Dham to Experience

ELEGANCE, COMFORT & CARE

Initiative of

S
mermonan | INFINILY

Luxury Eldercare Living in Kofkata
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=
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State-of-the-art Ayurveda Centre

COMFORTABLE ROOMS

Fully furnished, well-lit
air-conditioned rooms
with attached balconies,
ensuite bathrooms,
pantry & emergency bells

HEALTH IN TOTALITY
Medical support,
emergency assistance,
health check-up by resident
doctor, in-house nurse, care
manager, tailor-made care
plan & nutritious meals

COMMITTED SERVICE
Housekeeping, laundry
service, free WIFL, 24X7
manned security, CCTV
surveillance in common
areas, and receptionist

30 minutes from I[IM Calcutta, Joka
inside Merlin IBIZA Campus, Diamond Harbour Road

EXCLUSIVE OFFER
100% REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

L ary, gym,
AV theatre, games room,
card room, conference
hall, indoor and outdoor
dining areas, green lawn

AYURVEDIC CENTRE
On-site Avurvedic and
Wellness Centre,
providing holistic healing
and rejuvenation

ENGAGEMENT
Vibrant calendar of
events and engaging

activities to foster
social interaction and
personal enrichment

“Our Bank - Punjab National Bank”
For Booking or Site Visit: +91 7596038215 | www.jagritidham.com
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