ERALPRANNS T T

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

T ! GRS T

January-February, 2025 Vol-15  No.6 Pages 44 50/-




Possibilities

[ i Jitendra Bhansali Group Company
Infinite

Contact:

Sanket Jain | 9820098884  Amar Bhansali | 98200 94440
sanket@prismjewellery.com  amar@prismjewellery.com

Pranay Shah | 98200 28461  Dharam Bhat | 98730 08510
pranay@prismjewellery.com  dharam@prismjewellery.com

Raumil Sanghavi | 9833208447
raumil@prismjewellery.com

309 - 311, A-1, Shah & Nahar Ind. Estate, Sitaram Jadhav Marg, Lower Parel (W),
Mumbai - 400 013, Maharashtra, India. Tel No.+91-22-43484348




ENAL

PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern
January-February, 2025 Vol-15 No. 6 < 50/-

Editor
Manju Srivastava

Co-Editor
Siddhartha Shankar Gautam

Editorial Board
Nishi Agarwal
Praveen Arya

Editorial Coordinator
Harsh Malik

Art Consultant
Sandeep Kumar

Head Office

Ekal Prayas, 1st Floor, Plot No. 8, Local Shopping
Complex, Okhla Phase - Il, New Delhi - 110 020.
Phone: 011-4050 3331. Fax: 011-4050 3332.
E-mail: ekalprayas@ekal.org

www.ekalprayas.org

C omn I@n ts

COVER STORY

1. Roundup of Ekal Events
2. Vanyatra

3. Standing Tall

4. Vanvasi Shourya Gatha

Awake, Arise and Achieve

U= urees,

ST U | STfddre @) Sihe § de fI8R § dbo arfigry L
B U] e 7 R —AhR & AR | AT AARAT B JTeld TS | g
Tl 8, YT UR ST ol Ud §efcd W19 T SR 8, 9 2 feR # &8 Al
TN fhU U B | Uhel W= O Rigrel vy idd A f9ER Ty & SR I16s $iRI
W TS SigT @ U SETERYT WA f6U €, S AMIfoie SeREdl Ud w@rdeia $
R wxd €, T o179 39 8f s # ug |

Tdhel AT WRT BT H1ell & Fehctds AuTel da o+l Ugd a1 gt 2 |
$MER HAT IS B AT 16 5 H @mmmwmm g
& | RIE—9¢) & Hee dret utet § i faam, Sfiaw ggftr vd |ivepfie I gectfad
21, 39 =g SR ST S USd 318H © | ‘'Thdl Wold |l Slell § Jarail &r
AT MRT &1 AP AT BT AP © | 30—45 I¥ & JaT TIIRVT ¥ HATHR
ISR Al § FAGH DI IHYRT BT UF $RAT I © o19d AHTSTH GRiiadl I
HORTETT 3T & |

IMR®T H 9 AT A & AR H I IR P TR 9ae 7G 35
fAfer SieR @1 ®e vl g7l | dfcligs AT fade ieRia =1 1 Ther 1 @t
TRIEAT BT | Ith IR A bl [Jeeral & FaTe T 39 Udhedi & i
eI ey, forRTes forg sPiReT H a1 WRad el THa™ 9eTg &l UT3 & |

Udhel R o geR # ufafted SO oiesl STUHsTSEITs @ A1 THaIR]
e fhar 8 rae ded w¥d g9 w7 SOl aRiT @ faemeft arfor wra &
TATAR TR 2 BRI X | SER B I8 U8 R I S SONTIRT T HATHE Bletal
TP Ugd, 59 2g Uhdl ¥l WITRA 8 | §7 99 Jerdl el AN B 3
He<aqol AT & WY 59 3 §IRT JATIHT HIETTBIR BT |

AT, el ey @l 3T & gl & 3R I8 a9 ue Sfias o
TG, GRTETel T WA & oI §8 H @l IR SR o, H Ul
oTef=T R | 3T 3feh # UK Y: W BNl |
SIREH]
ﬁlaﬁ?

manju@ekal.org

EkaI S Hlstorlc Journey
(Excerpts from Swaraj Ka Shanknaad)

Ekal Study Circle Meet, Indore
Neha Mittal

Ekal’'s Magnlflcent Gala...USA

Ranjani Saigal

Published and Printed by Manju Srivastava from 1st Floor, Plot No 8, Local Shopping Complex, Okhla Phase-Il, New Delhi - 110 020. Owner: Ekal Sansthan Printed at - Viba Press Pvt. Ltd.,
C - 66/3 Okhla Industrial Area - II, New Delhi - 20. Editor - Manju Srivastava. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form with written permission only. All disputes are subject to the jurisdiction of

competent Courts in Delhi/New Delhi only.

January-February, 2025



I--“;

SKIPPER

PIPES
SKIPPER FOR LIFE

— 3 M)

\
<
:

INDIA’S
SAFEST PIPES

Toll Free: 1800 889 9779
www.skipperpipes.in
Followus: f ® @ o o

KOG 30
WoaJsoJN woe =p

NWSZ 'a'N >




EKAL PRAYAS *

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Continued...

Conversation with the District
Magistrate (DM)

Shyam Ji noticed the District
Magistrate’s discomfort and took it upon
himself to explain the villagers” mindset.
"Imagine your representative comes to the
village, urging people to join an adult
education program," he began. "The first
question the villagers will ask is, 'How will
this benefit us?' The representative might
reply, 'You'll become educated, securing
a bright future for yourselves and your

’

FROM DEVOTION
TO EDUCATION

education will help them find jobs, the
villagers will laugh harder. They'll point
out the countless unemployed educated
youth in the cities. They'll ask, 'If our
children study up to Class 10, will they
still work in the fields?' The answer is
obvious: educated children often refuse
to work in agriculture, the villagers'
primary livelihood. This leads to the
inevitable conclusion: government
education neither makes their children
morally upright nor guarantees jobs.
So, why should they send their children

Slddhartha Shankar Gautam

"We organized an Ashtaprahri programme
at the Chakapad Ashram some time ago.
Through the transmigration of the soul, we
brought the statue of Lord Jagannath from
Puri to the ashram. This statue was then
taken from village to village on a chariot.
As soon as the chariot entered a village,
every villager came out to see it - even
those who had converted to Christianity.
They felt blessed and proudly proclaimed
themselves Hindus. Although it wasn’t a
re-conversion program, thousands
gathered to catch a glimpse of the deity.
The fervor was so intense that Swami Ji
began blowing a conch shell, enchanting
the people. Those who heard the conch

children. You'll gain respect in society.’
But the villagers will laugh and say, 'It's
mostly the educated who commit
wrongdoings. Why would we want our
children to become such people?™

Shyam Ji paused before continuing,
"Even if your representative insists
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to these centers? At this point, your
representative will feel defeated and
move on to another village."

The DM, listening intently, leaned
forward. "How do you convince them,
then?"he asked.

Shyam Ji sighed deeply and began,

or were sprinkled with holy water felt
spiritually transformed.

"But as the chariot's journey became
financially unviable, Swami Ji himself
visited the remaining villages. People in
these villages complained, 'Why didn’t
Lord Jagannath visit us?' Swami Ji

m
N
=
m\.
==
»

==
=

=,

AsuInop 9

05



06

EKA[ Pnnvns § :

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

consoled them, saying the Lord was
resting after an arduous journey but would
come soon. He added, 'However, there’s
a condition. Will you welcome Him?" 'Of
course!' the villagers replied
enthusiastically. Swami Ji explained,
"The Lord wishes to hear the Jagannath
Bhagwat recited upon His arrival."

Shyam Ji smiled as he recalled the
villagers' reactions. "They became
crestfallen, admitting they were illiterate
and unable to recite the scriptures. Swami
Jireassured them, 'Don'tlose heart. If you
can't read, educate your children so they
can.' This advice sparked hope and
determination. The villagers, in unison,
vowed to educate their children. You see,
DM Saheb, this is why the vanvasis are
so eager to educate their children—not
for jobs or societal respect but to
welcome Lord Jagannath into their
villages. Their faith motivates them."

The DM nodded, captivated by
Shyam Ji's account.

Shyam Ji shared another poignant
story to illustrate the villagers' passion. "In
one village, | visited a night class and
noticed an elderly man among the
students. His finger was bandaged, yet he
was fully engrossed in the lesson.
Curiosity got the better of me, and | asked
the teacher about the injury. My question
visibly upset her. Fearing I'd unknowingly
offended her, | decided not to press
further. But my colleague later revealed
the truth: the old man, too poor to afford a
slate and chalk, had been practicing
writing on the mud floor with his finger.
The constant friction caused an injury

that required bandaging. Despite this, his
resolve to learn remained unshaken
because he wanted to recite the
Jagannath Bhagwat for the Lord’s
arrival."

Shyam Ji paused, letting the story
sink in before continuing. "This passion is
the driving force behind Swami Ji’s night
schools. With the Sangh’'s cooperation,
this initiative laid the foundation for
educating the vanvasi community. It
wasn't just about literacy—it was about
preserving their cultural identity and
fostering self-respect.”

He then transitioned to recounting the
organizational efforts. "In 1986 and 1987,
we held two major vanvasi-centric
conferences in Odisha, at Chakapad and
Mahendra Parvat. By 1989, on
Ma Bhaurao Ji's suggestion, Ma Madan
Babu established the Ekal Vidyalaya. To
expand this initiative, | was chosen to
lead it. As part of this responsibility, | was
sent to Ranchi as the organizational
secretary of the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram.
Initially, resources were scarce. | stayed
in a small room at Maheshwari
Dharamshala, with meals provided by Sri
Gyan Prakash Jalan Ji's family.

During those early days, | struggled
tofind effective ways to fund our initiatives.
| remembered hearing Bhaurao Ji speak
about Lohardaga in 1971. Back then, he
raised funds innovatively, even charging
Rs. 1,000 to attend marriage ceremonies.
It puzzled me then, but now, as | grappled
with the financial challenges of running
the Ranchi project, | understood the
necessity of such efforts. With guidance

from a chartered accountant and Sangh
volunteer, Vinod Gaddhyan Ji, | learned
how to create project proposals and
navigate fundraising."

Shyam Ji’s voice grew steadier as he
recounted a definingmoment. "Ata Sangh
meeting in Muzaffarpur, all the attendees
participated in a ‘Let’s Dream’ competition.
Someone shared a dream of the Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram’s budget reaching crores
of rupees. Everyone laughed except me. |
declared | would make this dream a
reality for Jharkhand. Though many
mocked me, | felt a deep conviction that
this goal was achievable."

Despite facing financial and
organizational hurdles, the Ranchi project
began to take shape. "The existing Vikas
Bharti organization provided a foundation,
though it was in crisis. With support from
workers in Kolkata and volunteers like
Sri Chitlangaya Ji, we focused on the One
Teacher School (OTS) initiative.
Gradually, the project gained
momentum. We adopted successful
strategies from Odisha and integrated
local leadership, such as appointing
Sri Mahrang Oraon as the regional
secretary. This move inspired other
vanvasis to join the cause, though it
faced initial opposition within the
organization."

Shyam Ji concluded with a note of
optimism. "Despite the challenges, our
efforts bore fruit. From a shaky start, the
project grew into a well-structured initiative
for vanvasi welfare. The journey was filled
with struggles, but it also reaffirmed the
transformative power of faith, community,
and perseverance."

The DM, now deeply moved, thanked
Shyam Ji for sharing these inspiring
stories and insights. It was clear that the
work being done was not just about
education but about uplifting an entire
community by rekindling their cultural
pride and spiritual fervor. [

(To be Continued...)
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On November 9, 2024, the Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of USA
hosted a spectacular gala at the
Four Seasons Hotel in Palo Alto,
successfully raising $3.5 million to support the
development of remote and rural villages in India.
Themed “Building a Self-Reliant Rural and

Tribal India,” the event brought together notable
personalities, including H.R. McMaster, the 25th
U.S. National Security Advisor; Dr. Arun
Majumdar, Dean of Stanford University’s Doerr
School of Sustainability; and Bollywood actor and
philanthropist Sri Vivek Oberoi, who delivered

inspiring keynote addresses. - =
Dr Subra D _vida . Sri Vivek Oberoi

Ekal’s Magnificent Gala

Raises $3.5 Million

to Transform Rural India




Dance Performance

A Landmark Event for Ekal

This was a milestone event for

Ekal's Bay Area chapter, spearheaded
by Ekal board member Sri Mahesh
Navani. Sri Subra Dravida, President of
Ekal USA, outlined the critical challenges
faced by India's rural and tribal
communities, stating: “India is home to
over 1.5 billion people, with more than
100 million living in tribal areas that
have minimal access to resources.
Eighty-eight thousand tribal villages
lack healthcare, rural poverty is twice
that of urban areas, and the digital
divide is stark.”

Sri Dravida emphasized Ekal’s
mission to empower change-makers in
these underserved regions by fostering
literacy, healthcare, and economic
development. “Ekal operates over
80,000 one-teacher schools and is
now focusing on Integrated Village
Development (IVD), which combines
education with healthcare services
and skills training,” he added.

Keynote Speakers Applaud
Ekal’s Vision

The keynote speakers lauded Ekal’'s
transformative initiatives: Dr. Arun
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Sri H.R. McMaster

Majumdar reflected on sustainability,
stating: “We do not inherit this Earth from
our ancestors; we borrow it from our
children. While the world is defaulting on
its debt, Ekal is paying it forward.”

H.R. McMaster highlighted the
significance of India’s progress: “India’s
success is the world’s success.
Organizations like Ekal exemplify how
individuals can drive meaningful
change.”

Sri Vivek Oberoi described
supporting Ekal as a “karmic
investment,” urging attendees to join the
cause: ‘I am a strong supporter of Ekal.
What you give to Ekal comes back
manifold as blessings.”

Unwavering Donor Support - The
gala witnessed an outpouring of
generosity for Ekal's IVD and other
initiatives. Prominent donors included:
Ms Radhi and Sri Girish Navani,
Dr. Kavita Navani, and Dr. Rajesh
Dharampuriya, each pledging support for
two [VD programmes.

Sri Aakash Prasad, a young
entrepreneur, who shared an inspiring
testimony: “After my initial commitment,
something amazing happened—God

gave me more than | ever expected.
Today, I'm significantly increasing my
support.”

Bay Area Philanthropists Sri Ken
Bahl and Sri Kamlesh Shah doubled
their contributions, while additional
donors, such as Ms Mrudula and
Sri Nandakumar Cheruvatath and
Ms Sridevi and Sri Satyanarayana
Chunduru, also made impactful pledges.

Inspired by two high school leaders,
Ms Mahi and Ms Myra Bijoriya, who
collaborated with children in an Ekal
school in Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh,
Mahesh and Asha Navani committed to
supporting an IVD programme in the
same region.

Celebrating Ekal's Impact - Ekal's
Executive Director, Smt Ranjani Saigal,
shared heart-warming stories of
transformation through Ekal's schools,
Women’s Empowerment Centres, and
Health Centres. Renowned chef Gaurav
Anand provided a gourmet dinner and
pledged support for digital literacy
initiatives.

The evening was brought to life by
Sri Arun Saigal, a young entrepreneur
and rapper, who emceed the event
alongside beatboxer Sri Vinith Johnson.
The audience enjoyed a lively
performance by DABANDD, ensuring
the evening ended on a celebratory note.

A Promising Future for Ekal in the
Bay Area - Ms Nima Gujar, President of
Ekal's Bay Area chapter, expressed
optimism about the future: “This event
has truly inspired our Bay Area
volunteers. We're excited to build on this
success and expand our efforts.”

With unwavering support and a
clear vision, Ekal is poised to make even
greater strides in transforming rural and
tribal India. ]

Ranjani Saigal
Executive Director, EVFIUS
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3¢ USA

Presents

Lifetime

Achievement Award
to Ramesh Shah

Each year, Ekal volunteers from across the United States and Canada come together to celebrate achievements and set
goals for the future. The 2024 conference, held in San Antonio, Texas, brought together over 100 volunteers and their spouses.
This year’s event was particularly significant, featuring the presence of esteemed leaders from Ekal Abhiyan in India, including
Sri Naresh Jain (Ekal USA Board Member), Dr. Lalan Sharma (Ekal Abhiyan), Sri Laxmi Narain Goel (Chairman, Trust Board
EGF and BLSP), Sri Vineet Kumar Gupta (Trustee, BLSP), and Sri Bhaskar Sharma (Executive Director, EGF).

The conference began with a meet-and-greet session on Friday evening, during which regional presidents from eight
U.S. regions and Canada presented their annual reports. Volunteers were recognized for their dedicated contributions, and
attendees had the opportunity to engage virtually with beneficiaries of Ekal’s Integrated Village Development programmes in
India.

Saturday’s programme featured a motivating keynote address by Sri Laxmi Narain Goel, who emphasized the
importance of philanthropy and Ekal's transformative impact in rural India. Additional presentations shed light on the work of
the Ekal Gramothan Foundation, the Arogya Foundation of India, and updates on Ekal schools. A highlight of the morning was
the presentation of the Lifetime Achievement Award to Sri Ramesh Shah, founder of Ekal USA, in honour of his extraordinary
contributions and enduring legacy of bringing hope through education to rural India.

Looking to the future, Ekal USA President Dr. Subra Dravida and Sri Kamlesh Shah shared their vision for leveraging
technology to enhance donor engagement and integrating Al-driven tools into teaching at Ekal schools. Sri Mahesh Navani
introduced a new donor portal, which is set to undergo immediate testing in select projects. In the afternoon, volunteers
engaged in lively discussions, exchanging ideas and planning initiatives for the coming year.

The conference concluded with attendees exploring San Antonio’s historic landmarks, an experience thoughtfully
organized by the local team. The event was both enriching and enjoyable, leaving participants inspired and eager for the next
gathering.
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government bodies, educational
institutions, and NGOs to create a larger
impacton rural education.

Keynote Address by Sri Praveen
Arya: He offered a deeper insight into
Ekal Vidyalaya’s transformative
educational and skilling initiatives. He
elaborated on the concepts of Ekal
Study Circles and the Ekal Rural
Immersion Programme provides

Ekal Study Circle Meet in Indore

Inaugural session with Ekal Rural Immersion Programme

The event kicked off with an air of anticipation and enthusiasm as distinguished guests, speakers, and attendees gathered for a
momentous occasion that aimed to highlight the impactful work of Ekal Vidyalaya. The programme commenced with the lamp lighting
ceremony, symbolizing the commencement of a new journey and the spreading of knowledge and enlightenment. The lighting of the
lamp was followed by a welcome address by Ms Neha Mittal, who set the tone for the event by speaking about the significance of
educationinrural India and introducing the key themes of the day, which included the role of youthin bridging the urban rural gap.

Introduction to Ekal
Vidyalaya: To provide the
audience with an
understanding of the core
mission of Ekal Vidyalaya,
a video presentation was shown,
detailing the organization's
transformative work in rural India. The
video beautifully illustrated the efforts of
Ekal in establishing One Teacher
Schools and skilling centers in remote
villages, ensuring that education
reaches the most remote tribal areas of
the country. It emphasized the
importance of creating a foundation of
knowledge for future generations,
empowering rural and tribal children and
communities to break the cycle of
ignorance and poverty.

Welcoming the Guests: The event
saw the arrival of several esteemed
dignitaries, whose presence added
great value to the occasion. The
distinguished guests were escorted to
the stage, and the following individuals
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were recognized for their contributions
to the eventand the cause of education:

Adv Pushyamitra Bhargava,
Mayor of Indore: A key supporter of
educational initiatives in the city. He has
a vast experience of working in the tribal
areas of North East India. His
experience gave an insight into the
needs of urban and rural lives
intersection.

Sri Nitesh Purohit, Director of
SGSITS: Representing educational
leadership. He explained how students
can be the change-maker in rural
development.

Smt Manju Srivastava, Ekal
Sansthan Chairman and Trustee: She
is one of the visionaries behind the Ekal
movement. She elaborated on how Ekal
could be the perfect platform for
students to engage in community
service.

Their participation underscored the
importance of collaboration between

exposure to urban youth undergoing
UG, PG and doctoral studies. This
initiative is aimed at providing
participants with a hands-on
understanding of rural & trial India, its
challenges, opportunities and the
innovative ways Ekal is transforming
lives through education, skill
development, healthcare and
sustainable livelihood initiatives. This
Programme seeks to bridge the urban-
rural divide by fostering awareness and
engagement with the grassroots
realities of India and to promote
research among students during their
academics. The same is envision under
National Education Policy (NEP 2020).

Programme Overview: The Ekal
Rural Immersion Programme (ERI
Programme) is designed to immerse
participants—students, professionals,
volunteers and development
enthusiasts—in rural communities,
providing insights into rural education,
healthcare, women’s empowerment and
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sustainable livelihood projects that are
being implemented by Ekal Abhiyan
across India. This unique experience will
equip participants with practical
knowledge and inspire them to
contribute to India’s developmental
goals.

Presentations by Other Speakers:
The event also featured several other
notable speakers who contributed
valuable perspectives on the theme of
rural education and community
development:

Sri Nitesh Purohit: He shared his
insights into the integration of
technology in rural education and how
digital tools are transforming learning in
remote areas.

Sri SN Narulkar: He focused on the
long-term social and economic impacts
of rural education, emphasizing the
need for sustainable development
models.

Ms Sonal Sissodia from DCBM:
She talked about partnerships between
colleges and non-profit organizations in
creating sustainable educational
ecosystems for rural communities.

Sri Pushyamitra Bhargava: He
wrapped up the addresses with a
discussion on the need for greater
community involvement in the education
process and the role of local leadership
inensuring educational success.

Vote of Thanks: The event was
brought to a fitting close by Sri Mohit
Bhargav, who delivered a heartfelt vote
of thanks. He expressed gratitude to all
the dignitaries, speakers, panelists, and
attendees for their valuable
contributions to the event. Sri Bhargav
also extended special thanks to the Ekal
Vidyalaya team for their tireless efforts in
promoting education in rural areas.

Session Two: Panel Discussion

Following the inaugural session,
the second part of the event was a Panel
Discussion, moderated by CA Atul
Gupta, who steered the conversation on
the role of education in rural
transformation. The distinguished
panellists included:

Padmashri Mahesh Sharma: A
renowned figure in the field of rural
development, who discussed the
intersection of education, culture, and
rural development.

Sri Milind Dandekar: A key
advocate for rural development, who
emphasized the role of community-
driven education models.

Smt. Manju Srivastava: An expert
in social work who shared her
experience of implementing grassroots
educationalinitiatives.

The panellists engaged in a lively
discussion on various aspects of rural
education, including the importance of
community participation, innovative

teaching methods, and the role of
technology in bridging educational gaps.

Student Interaction: After the
panel discussion, the floor was opened
to students, who asked insightful
questions, reflecting their curiosity and
eagerness to learn more about the
challenges and opportunities in rural
education. This interactive session
provided a platform for students to
engage directly with experts and gain
valuable knowledge from their
experiences.

Conclusion: The event concluded
on a high note, with attendees leaving
inspired by the discussions and the
collective commitment towards improving
rural education. The day’s sessions
showcased the power of collaboration,
innovation, and community involvement
in shaping a better future for India’s rural
children. The discussions and
presentations served as a reminder of the
transformative impact that education can
have in empowering individuals and
communities to drive social change.

In sum, the inaugural session and
panel discussion were a resounding
success, bringing together diverse
voices and ideas to address one of the
most pressing challenges of our time:
providing quality education to rural India
and bridging the urban rural gap by
mobilising youth. ]

Neha Mittal
Trustee Ekal Santhan

January-February, 2025
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Rural Transformation & Social Entrepreneurship:

Ekal Sansthan's Vision for India

| Ekal Sansthan is driving
change in rural India
through its innovative
i programmes, setting a
precedent with the launch
of Ekal's Rural Immersion Programme.
Sri Praveen Arya, Trustee of Ekal
Sansthan and an expert in sustainable
social enterprise models, along with
Dr. Ramandeep Kaur, Joint Secretary of
Ekal Sansthan and Associate Professor
of Computer Science at [ITM, Janakpuri,
conceived this flagship programme in
collaboration with Dr. Roopinder Oberoi,
founder of the Centre for Innovation and
Social Enterprise (CISE), Kirori Mal
College (KMC), during the Ekal Study
Circle meet on March 16, 2024. Prof.
Manju Srivastava, Trustee and
Chairperson of Ekal Sansthan and a
founding member of Ekal Abhiyan,
exchanged a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with CISE, aiming
to revolutionize the spirit of social
entrepreneurship by combining
business acumen with a deep sense of
social responsibility.

Below is a snapshot of Prof. Manju
Srivastava’s interview with CISE:

Q1: With your background in
Psychology, what inspired you to focus
on grassroots education with Ekal?
Could you share key moments that
influenced your decision to join this
cause?

Ans. My background in psychology gives
me insight and understanding that has
shaped my mission as an educator and
reformer. My passion for social reform
was ignited in 1986 during a visit to tribal
villages in South Bihar (now Jharkhand)
with a group of volunteers working on
children’s education. | saw a spark in the
children's eyes, yet many youth and
adults were without purpose, unaware of
their inner potential, knowledge, and
wisdom. Some possessed profound
natural insight, like predicting climate
changes without scientific tools. Once,
while visiting Jhinjharigudain Odisha, | fell
severely ill. With no doctors or medicines
available, an elder gave me a black, thick
liquid to drink, which miraculously
restored my health overnight. That
experience cemented my commitment to
serve these tribal communities, who have
become my life’s mission.

Q2: Your work with Ekal must have led
to many memorable experiences.
Could you share one story—such as a
student's progress, a village
transformation, or a special event - that
underscores the importance of
educationinremote areas?

Ans. Working in remote tribal villages has
taught me invaluable lessons. One of
Ekal Sansthan’s flagship projects, "Ekal
on Wheels," brings computer training to
the youth, enabling them to start small
businessesintheirvillages.

During a visit from U.S.- based Ekal
delegates in Maharashtra, they
witnessed a remarkable transformation:
the entire village had become liquor-free.
All villagers wore Tulsimala and saved
money for their children’s education due
to the efforts of a local Ekal teacher,
Smt Kamala Tai. Her weekly Satsangs
inspired them to prioritize education and
better their living conditions. Smt. Kamala
Tai's leadership and guidance exemplify
the community's potential, fostered by
Ekal's training and outreach.

January-February, 2025
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Q3: Ekal’s "Vanyatras" play a crucial
role in highlighting tribal challenges.
How do these initiatives help urban
Indians understand these issues and
take on a sense of responsibility for
change?

Ans. Vanyatras are enlightening and
transformative. Since 1988, Ekal has
organized these trips, offering urban
elites, intellectuals, and youth a first-hand
look at the conditions in rural and tribal
areas. Though urban India progresses,
remote villages still struggle with illiteracy
and poverty. Visiting these villages leaves
participants with deep gratitude and
responsibility. Welcomed with warmth
and simplicity, participants often feel
moved to become donors and
volunteers, with 70-80% dedicating
themselves to Ekal's cause, turning it
into alifelong mission.

Q4: Your work on platforms like DD
Kisan and Lok Sabha TV demonstrates
thoughtful media use. How do you
believe media can highlight the needs
and successes of marginalized
communities and shift public opinion
positively?

Ans. Social media today is a powerful tool
for outreach. Through platforms like
Facebook, Instagram, X, and YouTube's
‘Ekal Bharat Channel,” we share Ekal's
achievements and challenges in remote
areas. This engagement provides us with
both recognition and valuable feedback.
Social media has helped Ekal Sansthan
become one of the most reputable and
effective social enterprises in the NGO
sector, creating awareness and
appreciation for our mission.

Q5: While awards are rewarding, daily
small victories often keep one
motivated. What drives your dedication
to Ekal's mission? Is it the students,
volunteers, or something else?

Ans. My dedication stems from a vision to
eradicate poverty, illiteracy, and hardship
in rural and tribal areas. The tribal
communities hold a wealth of natural
knowledge and wisdom, and seeing the
stark divide between urban and rural
lifestyles constantly pushes me to strive
for social and economic empowerment
for these communities. Ekal's work is
indeed my life mission.

Q6: Ekal's "Youth for Seva" reflects a
belief in the potential of young people.
How do you think today’s youth, with
their new skills and ideas, can
transform tribal and rural areas?

Ans. | believe youth should be reached,
not preached to. They have incredible
energy and creativity. Ekal Sansthan has
always encouraged youth to take
leadership roles with guidance from
seasoned mentors. Our “Dream India
Tours” invite college students and young
entrepreneurs to witness rural life, where
they often develop innovative solutions
for rural challenges. Partnering urban and
rural youth creates a win-win, laying the
foundation for a self-reliant, developed
India.

Q7: How does Ekal Sansthan’s model
align with the larger goal of a
prosperous "Viksit Bharat," where
everyone has an equal chance to
contribute?

Ans. Ekal Sansthan’s model fosters a
"Shikshit, Surakshit, Viksit, and Atma
Nirbhar Bharat" through five
programmes:

1. Primary Education -
Ekal Vidyalaya Yojana

2. Healthcare Education -
Arogya Yojana

3. Village Development -
Gramothan Yojana

4. Ethics & Value Education -
Sanskar Yojana

5. Empowerment Education — Gram
Swaraj Yojana

Together, these programmes promote
self-sustainability, development, and
well-being for villagers. Knowledge
experts and capacity-building initiatives
enhance growth, paving the way for a
prosperous Bharat.

Q8: The partnership between Kirori Mal
College’s CISE and Ekal holds great
promise. How do you see this
partnership enabling students to
become social entrepreneurs, and what
projects could emerge from this
collaboration?

Ans. The partnership provides budding
entrepreneurs with opportunities to
explore social impact ventures, especially
in rural development. With the
government's emphasis on start-ups, this
collaboration offers students practical
experience, encouraging them to turn
ideas intoimpactful projects.

Q9: Many young people aspire to be
social entrepreneurs. What advice
would you offer, and how can they
engage with Ekal's mission to make a
realimpact?

Ans. Social entrepreneurship is a
growing interest among youth. Ekal
Sansthan offers well-structured rural
internship programmes, enabling
students to conduct research and explore
areas like rural education, agriculture,
and health. Our “Dream India Tours” offer
animmersion experience in rural realities.
Such exposure should be an essential
part of academic curricula to inspire
young people to address rural challenges
and contribute to India’s development. g

Dr Raman Deep Kaur
Joint Secretary, Ekal Sansthan
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Vidyalayas.

At the end of September 2024,
[, along with Manju Didi,

._y‘: organized a visit for Sri
. & Alexander Del Franco, ayoung

graduate froma U.S. university.
Sri Alexander had come to Bharat to study
Indian culture, the education system, and
various initiatives, intending to prepare a
comprehensive report on Gramothan
Resource Centers (GRC) and Ekal

Exploring India's Grassroots Education

An American Graduate's Visit to Ekal

The nextday, SriAlexander and | headed
to the Gajraula Gramothan Resource
Center. Sri Mohit Pal, a Sambhag Sports
Trainer and our local guide, welcomed
us at the outskirts of Gajraula town and
escorted us to the center.

Upon arrival, we received a warm
and thoughtful welcome. The girls from
the tailoring section presented us with
beautifully crafted bouquets, and an
intricate rangoli adorned the entrance.
Sri Alexander was introduced to the
Samiti members, who, in turn,

introduced themselves with great
enthusiasm and warmth. Our tour
began with a visit to various sections of
the center. In the Tailoring Section, about

15 girls were being trained in stitching. In
the Computer Section, 10 children were
engaged in learning essential computer
skills, such as using Word, Excel, and
the internet. Next, we explored the
solar-powered mobile bus, equipped
with 12 laptops. This innovative mobile
unit travels to villages, providing
computer education to students who
cannotaccess the center's facilities.

We were then shown the Poshan
Vatika, where seasonal vegetables were
being cultivated. The process of
preparing vermicompost was also
demonstrated, showcasing sustainable
agricultural practices. For lunch, we
visited the residence of Sri Chander Pal,
the Samiti President. The warm
hospitality of the family, coupled with a
friendly photo session, left a lasting
impression.

Inthe afternoon, we proceeded to the
village of Basera Khurd to visit an Ekal
Vidyalaya. On arrival, we were welcomed
with a traditional tilak ceremony and
garlands. Sri Alexander was introduced to
everyone present, and we were invited to
light the ceremonial lamp.

Around 30 children were present,
and the class was being conducted by
Susri Gajna Kumari, a postgraduate
teacher with three years of experience.
The children started the session with a
Saraswati Vandana, followed by
recitations of Hindi poems. They
demonstrated their skills in
mathematics by solving sums on
addition and multiplication and
accurately reciting challenging
multiplication tables for 9, 13,and 19.

Ayoga session followed, where the
children showcased their yoga abilities.
Toward the end, the students were asked
about their ambitions. Each child
expressed aspirations, including
becoming teachers, soldiers, doctors,
or pilots, reflecting their dreams for a
brighter future. It was an eventful day
that provided Sri Alexander Del Franco
with valuable insights into Ekal’s
grassroots model of non-formal
education. |

Vijay Sethi
Vice President, FTS Delhi

I had an incredible time visiting the Ekal schools. The teachers and the staff were so unbelievably welcoming and the
students were so energetic and engaged! Sri Vijay Sethi was a wonderful host and guided me with good care. | most
enjoyed it when he interacted with the students, giving them math problems and asking them questions about the world.
It was clear that the students also loved answering questions as well from their excitement and the joy in their answers.

Meeting and eating with other volunteers was another incredible part of the day. The food was lovely and each location
we visited was more beautiful than the last. Finally, | would be remiss not to mention Sri Sethi's kindness and openness in sharing
pictures and stories of his family throughout our trip. It has been unbelievably wonderful time getting to visit the Ekal schools. | can't
waitto bein Delhiagain, so | can visit!!

Best wishes!! Alexander Del Franco
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The Fourth Chapter in Perth, Australia,
Launched by Manju Srivastava

During her earlier visit,
X Smt. Manju Srivastava, the
& dynamic Trustee and
Chairperson of Ekal
Sansthan, invigorated the
Ekal Abhiyan movementin Australia. Her
efforts rapidly resulted in the
establishment of chapters in Sydney,
Melbourne, and Adelaide.Two years
later, her second visit commenced in
Adelaide on November 12, 2024.
Following her time there, she visited the
Sydney Chapter from November 16 to
18, 2024. On November 17, she

The youngest
supporter of Perth

She is Heer Panchal, a
thirteen-year-old who studies in
class 8 atAshdale College in Perth,
Australia. Exhibiting compassion
and sensitivity far beyond her age,
Heer decided to support Indian
children deprived of proper
education facilities. She donated a
sufficient amount of her own
pocket money to sponsor an Ekal
School in India. By doing so, she
became the youngest supporter of
the newly launched chapter of the
Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation, Perth,
located on the west coast of
Australia.

Heer says that she wants to
volunteer for the noble cause of
Ekal schools in India and will
inspire her friends to join her too.
Sheisindeed a glowing example of
how it is possible to serve society,
whateverbe one's age.

attended the Karyakarini Mandal
Meeting of the Hindu Swayamsevak
Sangh, where she delivered a detailed
presentation about Ekal Abhiyan.
Through the presentation, she
highlighted the movement's national
significance.

On November 18, she attended the
Sydney Chapter's meeting, which lasted
two hours and was marked by vibrant
discussions and unwavering
enthusiasm. Newer members of the
chapter displayed exceptional energy
and pledged to adopt 1,500 schools in
Sydney alone. Collectively, all four
Australian chapters aimed to support
4,000-5,000 schools.Following the
Sydney visit, Manju Didi travelled to
Perth on Australia's west coast. She was
thrilled to find the Perth Ekal team fully
prepared and eager for their chapter's
official launch. On the evening of
November 20, 2024, Perth was formally
declared a chapter by Sri Dam Bhai
Koria, its most senior member, who was
appointed as the chapter's patron.
Sri Dam Bhai, also the President of
HCA Perth, announced the office
bearers of the Perth Chapter:
President: Sri Yatin Panchal, Vice
President: Raj Trivedi, Secretary:
Rupal Mehta, Treasurer: Naitik Mehta,
Members: Janki, Dhruvi, and Aditi.

During the launch event, Manju Didi
delivered a presentation showcasing
Ekal Abhiyan as a transformative
national movement aimed at
empowering rural and tribal villages in
India through its five key verticals of
functional education. The audience fully
grasped the movement's importance in
nation-building and was encouraged to
visit India to witness the work of Ekal

Eal Teamwith Sri Amarjeet Singh, the CGlin Perth

Vidyalayas first-hand, emphasizing the
motto: seeing is believing. In addition to
the Perth Chapter inauguration, Manju
Didi addressed two groups of senior
citizens, each comprising around 60
members. Through her presentation,
she narrated the inspiring story of Ekal
Abhiyan, which many found deeply
informative. They expressed a keen
interest in supporting the movement
both in India and from Australia.

Manju Didi also emphasized the
critical need for youth involvement in the
chapter's team. During her four-day visit,
she successfully inspired many
individuals of Indian origin, particularly
those born in Kenya and Africa and now
residing in Australia. Her passion for
Ekal's mission resonated with them,
connecting them to their heritage. On
November 21, 2024, Manju Didi, along
with Ekal’'s core team, met Sri Amarjeet
Singh, the Consul General of India in
Perth. He expressed his appreciation for
Ekal's extensive and impactful work
across India, commending its deep-
rooted efforts in uplifting rural
communities. |

Nishi Agarwal
President, Mahila Samiti, Prayagraj
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New England is still buzzing with
excitement following the spectacular
Ekal Dance Deewane competition held
on December 2nd. The event, a joyous
celebration of culture and community,
brought together individuals of all ages
to support the transformative work of
the Ekal Movement.

Chapter President Sri Manisha Jain
and Vice President Sri Latha Krishnan
deserve special mention for their

exceptional leadership and dedication in
organizing such a vibrant event. The
evening featured an inspiring Ekal-
themed choreography by Ekal
volunteers, a moving tribute to the
organization's mission of empowering
rural and tribal communities through
education and development.

Kudos to the Boston team and all
the performers for making this event a
resounding success! The spirit of unity

nce Deewane competition team

and purpose truly shone through, leaving
attendees energized and motivated to
support Ekal's noble cause.

Sakhi Sangam by Mahila Samiti, Kolkata

Mahila Samiti, Kolkata Chapter
hosted the Sakhi Sangam event, which
included Ganga Aarti and Shiv
Abhishek, at the Sri Gangeshwar
Temple in Kolkata. The event saw
participation from 90 members,
including 50 new guests. It commenced
with Om chanting and the consecration
of Lord Shiva. The event included a
lively Housie game, with prizes

awarded to the winners. Following this,
attendees floated organic diyas in the
Ganga after the divine Ganga Aarti,
which was conducted by the temple
priests. Each guest also received a
special gift of Ekal Dhoop, symbolizing
the spiritand values of the program.
This beautifully curated
programme was coordinated by
Smt. Babita Khaitan and Smt. Monika

Preparation for Shiv Abhishek

Lakhotia, ensuring a memorable
experience for all attendees.

Ekal Sangini Lifestyle Exhibition by Kolkata Mahila Samiti

The Mahila Samiti of Friends of
Tribals Society (FTS), Kolkata Chapter,
hosted the prestigious Ekal Sangini
lifestyle exhibition at the Taj Bengal,
Kolkata. This event brought together
top designers from the fashion industry
to support and connect with the mission
of FTS.

Notable attendees included
renowned matchmaker Smt. Seema
Taparia, owners of Taaza TV,
Smt. Amrita Newar and Sri Bishambhar
Newar, Smt. Richa Agarwal of Emami
Group, Smt. Sangeeta Jatia (Past
International Director of Lions Club
International), and celebrity influencer
Smt. Chikky Goenka.

January-February, 2025

The exhibition showcased over 50
luxury brands from across India. An
Ekal stall highlighted FTS products
such as honey, mustard oil, turmeric,
and other goods crafted by rural
communities. To enhance
engagement, a treasure hunt was
organized, adding a fun and interactive
elementfor the exhibitors.

The event received generous
support from sponsors, including
Willowood Chemical, Century
Plyboards, Skipper Limited, Manaksia
Limited, Anmol Industries, and Tropical
Agrosystem. The dedicated organizing
committee, along with the support of
the Yuva wing, played a key role in the

Inaugurating the exhibition

event's success. Senior members of
the Kolkata Chapter were present to
support the cause and encourage the
exhibitors, while students from MCKV
School volunteered, contributing to the
spirit of community service on
exhibition day.

SJUSAJ |eYg Jo dnpunoy
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Step into Jagriti Dham to Experience

ELEGANCE, COMFORT & CARE

‘e Initiative of

mermonav | INFINItY

Luxury Eldercare Living in Kolkata
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COMFORTABLE ROOMS
Fully furnished, well-lit
air-conditioned rooms
with attached balconies,
ensuite bathrooms,
pantry & emergency bells

HEALTH IN TOTALITY
Medical support,
emergency assistance,
health check-up by resident
doctor, in-house nurse, care
manager, tailor-made care
plan & nutritious meals

COMMITTED SERVICE
Housekeeping, laundry
service, free WiFi, 24X7
manned security, CCTV
surveillance in common
areas, and receptionist

30 minutes from IIM Calcutta, Joka
inside Merlin IBIZA Campus, Diamond Harbour Road

EXCLUSIVE OFFER
100% REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

HOLISTIC LIVING
Yoga room, library, gym,
AV theatre, games room,

card room, conference
hall, indoor and outdoor
dining areas, green lawn

AYURVEDIC CENTRE
On-site Ayurvedic and
Wellness Centre,
providing holistic healing
and rejuvenation

ENGAGEMENT
Vibrant calendar of
events and engaging
activities to foster
social interaction and
personal enrichment

“Our Bank - Punjab National Bank”
For Booking or Site Visit: +91 7596038215 | www.jagritidham.com
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CENTURYPLY
CLUB PRIME

Raho Befikar

CLUB PRIME SE
BETTER INVESTMENT
HAI TOH BATAQ!
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