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Continued...

Today, Ekal has 7,000 full-time
workers and a vast network of structural
organizations. Though Ekal now boasts
a mammoth organizational structure, it
did not grow this big on its own. When
its founders were contemplating ways
to expand the organization, they
grappled with a crucial question: how
big should this organization be? After
extensive deliberations, it was decided
that the organization would be divided
into two categories—first, a group of
various workers to supervise the

f

EKAL'S

progress, and its area of influence
broadened. The number of villages
covered by Ekal began to increase.
Soon, the Ekal leadership realized that
even these units needed to be grouped
to ensure better coordination and
supervision. Three units were
assembled into a consortium (sankul).
According to this structure, the head of
the consortium could monitor three
units in a month. Then, the team
deliberated on how many people could
be effectively trained in one session.
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sub-divisions were introduced. In its
initial phase, much of Ekal's operational
system existed only in the minds of its
senior members, with only a few
aspects documented. As Ekal grew and
its reputation spread overseas,
particularly to America, Indian-
Americans became eager to
understand its working methodology.
Shyam Ji took on this responsibility and
toured America to explain Ekal's
functioning to the Indian diaspora. He
diligently addressed their queries, but

FROM VISION TO REALITY

training of teachers and workers;
second, the control and monitoring of
communication. At that time, senior
members designated those who could
spend an entire month traveling for the
organization’s work as full-time
workers. In this way, a worker could
cover around 30 villages. Thus, a unit
was formed for a group of 30 villages,
with its head being a full-time worker.

The unit head had to follow arule:
he would have to spend every nightin a
village. Step by step, Ekal made
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After meticulous discussion, they
concluded that a teacher should
undergo training for 10 days twice a
year. Consequently, 18 training camps
(varga) were organized annually for
nine units (sanch).

During the rainy season, it became
nearly impossible to work in the vanvasi
areas. To address this challenge, it was
decided that a training team would
handle 18 vargas. Hence, a group of
nine sanch was called an anchal
(zone). Over time, further divisions and

oral explanations were insufficient. It
became imperative to prepare a
comprehensive brochure and related
literature to introduce the Ekal mission
to those interested. As a result, Shyam
Ji compiled an English booklet titled
"Ekal System," which outlined all the
key features of the organization and its
mission.

Later, when he toured America
again, Ekal had evolved into a fully
structured organization. The purpose of
this tour was to expand Ekal’s presence
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in America. During this visit, Shyam Ji
had learned that Americans prefer
detailed information and, once they
grasp the essence of a concept, they do
not require further explanations. On this
trip, Shyam Ji stayed in Bloomington,
near Chicago, where Chandak Ji, the
Sanghchalak of the Sangh, resided.
Chandak Ji invited Shyam Ji to one of
his programs and requested that he
introduce Ekal to the audience. Shyam
Ji readily agreed, but Chandak Ji
cautioned him about a potential
challenge.

“There is a gentleman here who is
very influential. He will not allow the
gathering to proceed unless he is
convinced of its purpose. He is highly
rational and will bombard you with
questions. However, as a senior and
regular member, his presence cannot
be denied. So, be prepared for an
intense discussion. Are you ready?”
Chandak Ji forewarned Shyam Ji.

Shyam Ji was momentarily
perplexed. He could not determine
whether Chandak Ji was encouraging
or intimidating him. Nevertheless, he
was resolute. He told Chandak Ji that
he would attend the gathering and
requested that a copy of "Ekal System"
be givento the gentleman in advance.

Finally, the moment of the
gathering arrived. Shyam Ji delivered a
presentation about Ekal, followed by a
question-and-answer session. The first
person to raise his hand was the same
gentleman. Chandak Ji grew anxious,
fearing that a barrage of difficult
questions might disrupt the event. As
he pondered the situation, the
gentleman addressed Shyam Ji.

His first question was: “Are you
Shyam Ji?”

“Yes, lam,” replied Shyam Ji.
“Are you the same Shyam Gupt

whose name appears as the author of
'Ekal System'?” he asked.

“Yes, | am the same person,”
Shyam Jipolitely responded.

Then, in an unexpectedly soulful
tone, the gentleman remarked,
“Whoever has devised the Ekal System
is an extraordinary individual. | have
read this book several times, and | have
no questions for such a great man.”
Hearing this, Chandak Ji erupted into
applause like an enthusiastic child. The
atmosphere of the gathering turned
warmand positive.

Suddenly, the gentleman posed
another question: “Your system is
remarkable, but how practical is its
implementation?”

Without hesitation, Shyam Ji
replied, “Itis 30%.”

‘How did you achieve this 30%?”
the gentleman asked.

Shyam Ji then presented a
complete framework before the
audience. His clarity and honesty about
the practical success of the Ekal model
impressed the gentleman. In a moment
of enthusiasm, the gentleman declared,
“From now on, | will also work for the
cause of Ekal.”

What had impressed him most was
Shyam Ji's candid honesty. Most
fundraisers and missionaries tend to
exaggerate their achievements, often
claiming 100% success. However, here
was a missionary who unflinchingly
admitted that his mission had only
achieved 30% practical success. This
level of honesty won the hearts of
everyone in the gathering and marked a
new milestone in Ekal's journey.

The current organizational
structure of Ekal is registered under the
Ekal Abhiyan Trust, which comprises
three main branches:

1. Nagar Sangathan
(Urban Organization)

2. Gram Sangathan
(Rural Organization)

3. Kendriya Karyakarini
(Central Working Committee)

The board of the Ekal Abhiyan
Trust formulates policies for the
organization’s operations.
Representatives from all registered
organizations serve as trustees of the
Ekal Abhiyan Trust. The Central
Working Committee, formed by the
Trust Board, devises action plans in
alignmentwith these policies.

The Nagar Sangathan and Gram
Sangathan are the two pillars of Ekal,
intrinsically connected. If one becomes
inactive, the other automatically loses
its effectiveness. To put it simply, the
Gram Sangathan unites villagers and
makes them aware of their rights and
their country’s welfare, while the Nagar
Sangathan persuades the urban elite
(bhadralok) to contribute to rural
development, thereby fostering
national progress.

The Ekal mission has effectively
demonstrated that the first step towards
national development lies in the
comprehensive welfare of vanvasi
society—through education,
healthcare, and empowerment. This
ambitious vision originated in a small
village in Jharkhand. Its initial needs
were simple: a teacher, a space for a
school, basic stationery, and other
essential items. However, all these
required funding. Thus, Ekal teams
launched fundraising initiatives in cities
by forming committees of urban elites,
ensuring a steady stream of support for
their noble cause. u

(To be Continued...)
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India’s education system
has undergone a
profound transformation
since the COVID-19
pandemic began in 2020,
driven by technological advancements
and arenewed focus on inclusivity. This
evolution has unlocked new
opportunities for learning while
exposing persistent challenges,
particularly in rural areas. By leveraging
technology and addressing the unique
needs of villages, India is paving the
way for a more equitable and forward-
thinking education ecosystem. A
shining example of this transformation
is the Ekal Abhiyan’s E-Shiksha
initiative, which is revolutionizing rural
education by bringing digital tools
directly to village classrooms.

The Positive Impact
of Education Transformation

The pandemic significantly
accelerated digital transformation in
Indian education. Online platforms,
mobile apps, and Al tools have made
learning more accessible and
personalized. Platforms like BYJU'S,
Khan Academy, and DIKSHA now
deliver high-quality, multilingual
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teacher training ensures educators are
prepared for digital classrooms.

Importantly, inclusivity is rising.
Higher education enrollment since
2014-15 has grown by 50% for SCs,
75% for STs, and 54% for OBCs.
Female enrollment has surged by
nearly 39%, with women now
comprising 43% of STEMM students.

Despite progress, challenges
remain. Rural students still face limited
access to online learning—only 15%
used it regularly by 2023 (ASER).
Learning losses during the pandemic,
especially in foundational skills, remain

Education Transformation

in India Post-2020

Harnessing Technology and Empowering Rural Communities

content. The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 supports this shift,
promoting mother-tongue learning and
technology integration, especially in
rural regions.

Digital tools are helping narrow the
urban-rural divide. With smartphone
penetration rising and over 900 million
internet users projected by 2025,
students in villages can now access
educational resources previously
limited to cities. Initiatives like Atal
Tinkering Labs (over 10,000 set up by
2024) are fostering innovation through
coding, robotics, and experiential
learning.

Educators are also benefiting.
Digital systems simplify tasks like
grading, enabling more interactive
teaching. Immersive technologies like
VR allow students to explore historical
sites or perform virtual science
experiments. The NEP’s focus on

a concern. NEP 2020’s emphasis on
early childhood education and
equitable access continues to guide
long-term reform.

While progress is evident,
disparities between rural and urban
education persist:

- Enroliment Trends: According to
the NSSO survey (2023), 66.7% of
primary school children attend
government schools nationwide, while
23.4% opt for private institutions. In
urban areas, 43.8% of children attend
private schools compared to 36.5% in
government schools, reflecting a
preference for perceived quality. In
rural areas, over 70% of students rely
on government schools, with only 15-
20% in private institutions due to cost
and availability constraints.

- Digital Access: The 2021 ASER
report noted that only 8% of rural

07



08

EKA[ Pnnvns o |

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

children accessed online learning
regularly during the pandemic,
compared to 25% in urban areas. By
2023, this gap narrowed slightly, with
15% of rural students using online
resources, supported by improved
internet penetration and electricity
access (47% of rural households had
over 12 hours of electricity daily, per the
2017-18 Ministry of Rural Development
survey).

- Learning Outcomes: In rural
Karnataka, the share of Class 5
students able to read Class 2-level
texts fell from 47.6%in 201810 32.8% in
2020 (ASER), highlighting pandemic-
related learning losses. Urban areas,
with better access to private tutoring
and digital tools, maintained more
stable outcomes (50-55%).

- Pre-Primary Education: Only
13.1% of Scheduled Tribe (ST) and
17.3% of Scheduled Caste (SC)
children aged 3-5 in rural areas attend
pre-primary education, compared to
29.4% of upper-caste children in urban
areas (75th NSO round, 2017-18). This
gap persists despite NEP 2020's focus
on early childhood education.

Ekal E-Shiksha: Pioneering
Digital Education in Rural India:
Education is a beacon of hope, and
when powered by modern technology,
it becomes a transformative force for
rural India. The Ekal Abhiyan’s E-
Shiksha initiative embodies this vision,
delivering digital education to villages
and empowering students with
knowledge, confidence, and self-
reliance.

Project Background: Launched
in 2016 as a small pilot, E-Shiksha has
grown into a powerful movement. In its
fourth phase, the initiative has
expanded to 12 new clusters across
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand, covering

600 villages. Previous phases
successfully implemented the projectin
39 clusters across Assam, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and Uttarakhand,
transforming education in thousands of
rural schools.

Objectives of E-Shiksha

E-Shiksha is more than a
technological intervention; it is a vision
to make rural education accessible,
engaging, and relevant. Ekal teachers
(acharyas) are equipped with specially
designed tablets loaded with audio-
visual teaching materials to spark
curiosity and make learning joyful. The
project’s key objectives include:

- Simplifying technology to serve as
a bridge, enabling rural children to
compete with their urban peers.

- Making education creative,
colorful, and engaging to help students
grasp complex concepts with ease.

- Training Ekal teachers to become
proficientin digital education delivery.

- Fostering confidence, social
awareness, and future-ready skills in
students.

Actionable Steps for Rural
Education Transformation

To sustain and amplify this
transformation, particularly in rural
areas, the following steps are critical:

1. Expand Digital Infrastructure:
Accelerate initiatives like BharatNet to
ensure high-speed internet in every
village. Subsidize smartphones and
tablets for low-income households to
bridge the digital access gap.

2. Strengthen Teacher Training:
Scale up programs to train rural
teachers in digital pedagogies,

ensuring they can effectively use tools
like DIKSHA and E-Shiksha tablets to
enhance classroomlearning.

3. Localize Content: Develop more
multilingual, culturally relevant digital
content to cater to diverse rural
populations, building on the success of
platforms like DIKSHA and E-Shiksha’s
audio-visual materials.

4. Public-Private Partnerships:
Encourage collaborations between
government, organizationss like Ekal
Abhiyan, and private edtech firms to
fund and scale initiatives like ATLs and
E-Shikshain underserved areas.

5. Focus on Early Childhood
Education: Increase investment in
pre-primary education in rural areas to
close the gap in foundational learning,
particularly for marginalized
communities.

6. Monitor and Address Learning
Gaps: Conduct regular assessments,
like ASER, to track learning outcomes
and implement targeted interventions
to recover pandemic-induced losses in
rural schools.

India’s education transformation
post-2020 is a testament to the power
of technology and human resilience.
Initiatives like Ekal Abhiyan’s
E-Shiksha are lighting the path for rural
students, proving that quality education
can thrive in even the remotest villages.
By combining technological innovation
with a commitment to inclusivity, Indiais
not only educating its youth but also
empowering them to shape a brighter,
more equitable future. Education is no
longer just a privilege—it is a key to
endless possibilities, handed to every
child in the form of a tablet, a teacher,
andadream. m

Prof (Dr) Divya Tanwar
Professor Cybersecurity
Somaiya Vidhyavihar University, Mumbai
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Annual Donation Donation through website s Donatior
ONE SCHOOL 30,000/~ Ty
50 SCHOOL (PARAMVEER) 15,00,000/-

1000 SCHOOL (MAHASHATAKVEER) 30,000,000/-

www.ekalblspindia.org blsp.98T21?G1@hdfc‘bank

Donation Under CSR - Account Details Donation Under 80G - Account Details
Bharat Lok Shiksha Parishad Bharat Lok Shiksha Parishad
Union Bank Of India Union Bank Of India
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088
AIC NO. 467902010123677 AI C NO. 467902050000186
IFSC code: UBIN0546798 IFSC code: UBIN0546798

amamﬂ&namﬂtraa ﬂzranvraﬁsrﬂzr%

‘ ‘Cent:
;g‘* ““E«;J‘?‘“ﬁ ;ﬁt-J &1?3
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EKAL GRAMOTHAN FOUNDATION

WITH IGNTU FOR COLLABORATION

Ekal Gramothan
Foundation achieved a
significant milestone by
4 signing a Memorandum of
: Understanding (MoU) with
Indira Gandhi National Tribal University
(IGNTU), Amarkantak. This
collaboration marks a new era in
fostering education, skill development,
and empowerment for tribal
communities, ensuring greater access to
quality learning and vocational training.

About Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University (IGNTU): Indira
Gandhi National Tribal University,
established in 2007, is a central
university dedicated to promoting
higher education and research among
tribal communities. Located in Madhya

Pradesh, IGNTU offers diverse
undergraduate, postgraduate, and
doctoral programmes with a special
emphasis on tribal culture, heritage,
and sustainable development. The
university aims to empower tribal
students through quality education and
skill-building initiatives, preparing them
for a competitive global landscape.

Special Committee Formation
and Trust Board Meeting: To ensure
the successful execution of this
initiative, a Trust Board meeting was
convened on December 10, 2024.
During the meeting, a special
committee was formed under the
leadership of Sri Laxmi Narayan Goyal,
Chairman of Ekal Gramothan
Foundation Trust. Distinguished

dignitaries in attendance included
National Organisational Secretary
Dr. Lalan Kumar Sharma, Prof. Vikas
Singh, Trustee Sri Naresh Jain, Vice
President of Ekal USA Mahesh Navani,
Trust Board Chairman Sri SK Jindal,
EGF Chairman Sri Ramesh Kanodia,
Regional Head P7-A Sunil Agarwal,
Joint General Secretary Dr. Aradhana
Sharma, Trustee Chandrakant Raipat,
EGF Executive Director Sri Bhaskar
Sharma, Treasurer Sri Ashwani
Agarwal, and several members of the
Ekal Executive Committee and Trust
Board.

About Ekal Gramothan
Foundation (EGF)

Ekal Gramothan Foundation is a
dedicated rural development initiative

May-June, 2025
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actively working in over 4.5 lakh
villages across India. Focused on
empowering villages through skill
training, entrepreneurship, and
sustainable livelihood programs, EGF
aims to uplift rural communities by
providing education, vocational
training, and technology-driven
solutions that foster self-reliance and
economic growth.

Event Highlights: The MoU
signing ceremony was graced by the
esteemed presence of Sri Lakshmi
Narayan Goyal, Chairman of Ekal
Gramothan Foundation Trust, and Prof.
Byomkesh Tripathi, Vice Chancellor of
IGNTU. Other key attendees included
Dr. Aradhana Sharma, Joint General
Secretary; Sri Bhaskar Kumar Sharma,
Executive Director; and Project Heads
Sri Ashish Kumar and Sri Himanshu
Mehra.

Joining the event virtually were
Dr. Lalan Kumar Sharma, National
General Secretary of Ekal Abhiyan;
Sri Suneel Agarwal, Regional Head P7-A;
Sri S.K. Jindal, Chairman; Sri Vikas Singh,
Dean of IGNTU; and Sri PankajPyasi.

Key Benefits
of the Collaboration

1. Joint Certification Programme:
Students will receive joint
certification, with credentials
bearing the logos of both IGNTU
and EGF. This official recognition
will significantly enhance the
credibility of their qualifications,
improving their employability
prospects.

2. Expanded Curriculum: EGF will
integrate additional courses
currently offered at IGNTU,
expanding the range of learning
opportunities and skill-building
programmes available to tribal
youth.

May-June, 2025

EKAL GRAMOTHAN FOUNDATION
EKAL Project Details

Project

Project Details

Total No. of Project

GRC | GRCs provide skill training to youth, women, and farmers
while promoting sustainable farming and modern technology. 13

SDC | Ajoint venture of CTL & WEC running together 9

IVD The IVD model focuses on the collective development of 30
villages (1 Sanch), with all Ekal verticals working together to

uplift youth, women, and farmers.

45

WEC = Women Empowerment Center (Training of Stitching, Beautician
Course and addition of other courses as per the requirement

of the Beneficiaries)

94

EOW | EKAL On Wheels is a computer training facility that has been
set up inside a mobile vehicle equipped with 9 workstations

and 18 seating capacities.

47

CTL | Computer Training Lab providing comprehensive training programs
designed to enhance the skills and economic prospects 24

OCT & Ekal Gramothan Foundation trains farmers in organic farming,

Others| promoting eco-friendly practices and better yields. This shift
not only increases income but also improves soil health,
protects cattle, and helps prevent lifestyle diseases like

diabetes and cancer.
Total

3. Industry-Relevant Training: The
partnership is designed to equip
students with industry-relevant
skills, making them more
competitive in the job market and
fostering sustainable career
pathways.

4. Empowerment through
Education: By combining the
expertise and resources of both
institutions, this initiative aims to
bridge educational gaps and
create transformative learning
experiences for tribal
communities.

AVision for Lasting Impact: This
MoU is more than just a formal
agreement; it is a transformative step
toward real and lasting change. By

6
238

leveraging the strengths of both IGNTU
and EGF, the collaboration will enhance
access to quality education and
vocational training, ultimately uplifting
the livelihoods and living standards of
tribal populations.

Through joint initiatives, skill
development programmes, and
innovative learning methodologies,
IGNTU and EGF reaffirm their shared
commitment to empowering tribal
communities and integrating them into
India’s broader growth narrative. This
partnership is a testament to the power
of collective action in driving
sustainable social and economic
progress. [

Bhaskar Sharma
Executive Director, Gramothan Foundation
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In the heart of India’s most
remote villages, where
access to education and
resources is scarce, a
. powerful force is at
work—Ekal Vidyalaya. Driving this
movement is a deep-seated belief in
empowerment through literacy and skill
development, a mission that has been
amplified by the unwavering support of
the Guru Krupa Foundation (GKF). Their
commitment to uplifting underprivileged
communities has not only transformed
countless lives but has also reinforced
the very essence of Ekal’s vision.

A Partnership Rooted in
Compassion and Purpose: Guru
Krupa Foundation, a compassionate
force from New York, was built on the
simple yet powerful values of helping
those in need, spreading knowledge,
and keeping cultural roots alive. In Ekal
Vidyalaya, they found a perfect partner -
a shared dream of bringing education,
healthcare and economic prosperity to
the mostremote villagesin India.

Sri Mukund Padmanabhan, the
visionary behind GKF, strongly believes
in education as the foundation for
breaking the cycle of poverty, stating:
"Providing children with quality
education is the best way to help them
break out of poverty. Primary education
provides the basic foundation on which
later successes can be built." It is this
belief that has driven GKF’s extensive
contributions to Ekal’'s cause.

The Impact of GKF: Transforming
30 Villages in Amrabad, Telangana
Through Skill Development and
Empowerment: With the support of
Guru Krupa Foundation, the Ekal

A Pillar of Strength
for Ekal Vidyalaya’s Mission

Since 2013, GKF has been a
guiding light in Ekal’s journey, funding
schools, introducing e-learning with
tablets, and making sure no child is left
behind, no matter how far they live.
Beyond education, GKF has also
supported Integrated Village
Development, helping communities
grow through better healthcare,
livelihood opportunities, and
sustainable living.

Integrated Village Development (IVD)
programme is transforming 30 villages
in Amrabad by fostering education,
digital literacy, healthcare, and skill
training over five years.

+ Villages Served: 30

+  Population Reached: 4,096

+  Beneficiaries This Quarter:
CTL-22, WEC-20, Farming-150

+  Total Trained to Date:
CTL-194, WEC-233, Farming-964

A key focus is women’s
empowerment, equipping them with
tailoring, handicrafts, and mushroom
farming skills to achieve financial
independence. Farmers are trained in
organic farming, pest control, and food
preservation, boosting yields and
incomes by connecting them to better
markets.

The programme also brings virtual
healthcare consultations to remote
villages, promotes homegrown
nutrition for food security, and educates
communities on sanitation, clean water,
and disease prevention, ensuring a
healthier, self-sufficient future.

A Future of Empowerment &
Opportunity

Through digital literacy, skill
training, and sustainable agriculture,
villagers are gaining the tools to shape
their own futures. Women are
becoming entrepreneurs, farmers are
improving their yields, and youth are
mastering digital skills—fostering
independence and self-reliance in rural
Bharat. This transformation would not
be possible without Guru Krupa
Foundation’s generosity, which
continues to light the path toward a
future where every child learns, every
woman is empowered, and every family
has the chance to prosper. ]

Manisha Jain
Executive Director, Ekal Vidyalaya, USA
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Across the nation, Ekal Sangathan organized rallies in two lac villages to protest against the
brutal killing of Hindus in Pahalgam. During these rallies, people expressed deep anguish and outrage over
the heinous act, raising their voices in solidarity with the victims and demanding justice.
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In a powerful and heartfelt
demonstration of unity, Ekal Yuva, the youth
wing of Bharat Lok Shiksha Parishad
(BLSP), organized a peaceful condolence
protest at Jantar Mantar, Delhi, in response
to the tragic Pahalgam attack. The gathering
served as a solemn tribute to the innocent
lives lost and a collective prayer for strength
and peace for the bereaved families.

Members of Ekal Yuva stood togetherin
silence, their hearts heavy with grief. Flowers
were offered, prayers were said, and the air
was thick with emotion—every face
reflecting both sorrow and a quiet resolve
against the senseless act of terror. The
peaceful march was a blend of mourning and

o v el o Ve e i ey e
b st st M-t st
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unwavering solidarity, echoing sentiments of
grief, outrage, and unity. Dr. Shobha Vijender
Gupta, along with her team from Sampurna
NGO, graced the occasion and expressed
her deep condolences. Her presence added
strength to the spirit of the gathering.

Also in attendance was industrialist and
philanthropist Sri Vineet Lohia, Chairman of
Lohia Group and Trustee of BLSP. His
heartfelt words were a reminder of the power
of collective action and the need to stand
united in the face of adversity. The event
concluded with an emotional keynote
address by Sri Vineet Lohia, who strongly
condemned the barbaric act, and
emphasized on the vital role of youth in

safeguarding the nation’s values. He urged
the people to channel their emotions into
meaningful actions and contribute toward
building a stronger, more peaceful Bharat.

Sri Sunil Gupta, Joint General Secretary of
BLSP, along with Sri Rakesh Bansal, Mentor
of Ekal Yuva BLSP, and his entire team, also
participated and led the protest with
dedication and determination. Though the
protest was peaceful, the fire in every eye
conveyed a clear message: while we may
mourn in silence, our voice for justice will
remain unshaken and unyielding. ]

Esha Jain
President, Ekal Yuva, BLSP
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25th Ekal Study Circle

Rural Innovation & Entrepreneurship for Viksit Bharat

Theme: “Entrepreneurial Villages, Empowered Lives”

WEIIIEIR

DEVELDPMENT
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The event on “Rural
g5 Innovation & Entrepre-

{ neurship for Viksit Bharat”
organized by Ekal
M Sansthan brought together
thought leaders, educators, entre-
preneurs, and policy advocates to reflect
on the rural transformation journey and
chart new pathways for inclusive
development through social
entrepreneurship.

The session at the Constitution
Club, New Delhi, began with a warm
welcome by Ms. Jyotsana Sinha,
member of Ekal Sansthan. The
gathering witnessed an impactful
screening of the Ekal Abhiyan film,
offering deep insights into Ekal’s
pioneering work in over 100,000
villages. The film highlighted
transformative grassroots efforts
across a range of areas including
village education, life skills and digital
literacy, tailoring programs for women'’s
empowerment, establishment of
computer centers, sports-based
motivation initiatives, environmental
awareness campaigns, and cultural
integration aligned with India's
traditional ethos.

May-June, 2025

Presentation by Sri Shankar
Haldar, President - Ekal Sansthan:
Sri Shankar Haldar delivered an
engaging presentation on the Ekal
Abhiyan model, emphasizing the
movement’s efforts to bridge urban-
rural divides by involving professionals
and youth in village transformation. He
stressed the importance of education
that extends beyond standard
curricula, the incorporation of modern
technologies for inclusive rural
development, and the necessity of
ensuring access to government
schemes and welfare benefits in
villages. He also shed light on the role
of Gramothan Resource Centers in
promoting organic production,
especially through locally made
goods, and the growing significance of
nutrition gardens in ensuring
nutritional and ecological
sustainability. Sri Haldar concluded by
highlighting how Ekal uses key
performance indicators (KPIs) to
regularly assess the impact of its
initiatives across education, health,
and livelihood sectors.

Felicitation and MoU Signing
Ceremony: In a symbolic gesture of

respect and sustainability, guests were
felicitated with mementoes and the
college principals who signed MoU
were gifted with Ekal Haldi packets and
the Ekal syllabus books. A notable
milestone of the event was the signing
of Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) under the Rural Immersion
Model, paving the way for structured
collaboration between Ekal and higher
education institutions to foster social
entrepreneurship.

MoUs were signed with:

1. Indraprastha College for Women
Dr. Poonam Kumria (Principal)

2. Zakir Hussain College -
Prof. Narender Singh represented
by associate professor Saima .

3. Daulat Ram College
Prof. Savita Roy (Principal)

Other participating and
prospective institutions included Shivaji
College, Rajdhani College,
Deshbandhu College, [ILM University,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College, and
Dyal Singh College.

The MoU exchange took place in
the presence of Dr. Ramandeep Kaur
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(Convenor, Rural Immersion Program
& Joint Secretary, Ekal Sansthan) and
Prof. Manju Srivastava (Trustee &
Chairperson, Ekal Abhiyan). The
session was moderated by
Sri Praveen Arya, who underscored the
vital role that rural immersion and
grassroots entrepreneurship must play
inIndia’s growth story.

Guest Speakers and Thought
Leaders: Sri Yashwant Deshmukh,
CEOQ of C-Voter, spoke about the urgent
need for India to shift from a job-
seeking to a job-creating mindset. He
reflected on India’s rich legacy as a
nation of entrepreneurs and lamented
how colonial-era shifts disrupted the
country’s self-sufficiency. Sri Deshmukh
advocated for reviving India’s tradition of
rural entrepreneurship and making
employment generation central to policy
and civic thinking.

Prof. Anand Ranganathan
(Special Centre for Molecular
Medicine, Jawaharlal Nehru University)
offered a thought-provoking
perspective on India’s progress, using
what he called the “dual-lens of
success.” Under the positive lens, he
highlighted India’s spectacular strides
over the past decade: substantial GDP
growth, expanding infrastructure with
over 20 metro-enabled cities and 148
airports, increased foreign exchange
reserves, the rise of over 120,000
startups, improved GST collections,
and strong growth in solar panel
capacity and electronic exports.
However, he cautioned that these
achievements should not overshadow
the critical areas still requiring attention.

MoU exchanged between Ekal Sansl

Looking through the negative lens, he
critiqued the vagueness around citizen
roles in realizing the vision of Viksit
Bharat @2047. He pointed to outdated
workforce development strategies,
especially for the 44% of Indians still
dependent on rural livelihoods, and
emphasized the state's need to adopt
more adaptive, forward-looking
frameworks. Prof. Ranganathan
passionately argued for reversing the
trend of urban migration by making
villages attractive centers of
opportunity, dignity, and innovation.

Prof. Vivek Kumar (Head of
Department, Centre for Rural
Development & Technology and Co-
Convener, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan)
delved deeply into India's intrinsic rural
ingenuity and entrepreneurial heritage.
Drawing from anecdotal examples, he
spoke about the sharp marketing skills
often observed in small village
shops—skills honed through
experience rather than formal business
education. He emphasized that the lens
through which rural opportunities are
viewed often depends on one's
perspective and social context. Prof.
Vivek made a compelling case for
understanding the psychology and

This 25th edition of the Ekal Study Circle reaffirmed the urgency to
align rural India with national development goals, and highlighted the
untapped potential of grassroots innovation and entrepreneurship. The
gathering symbolized a powerful convergence of civil society, academia,
students and grassroots leaders, all committed to building a Viksit Bharat
by 2047 through empowered villages and resilient communities.

sociology of rural communities, noting
that behaviors such as self-sanitation,
long practiced in villages, were only
adopted by cities during the COVID
pandemic. He also highlighted major
gaps in existing government policies
and manuals, particularly their failure to
address the nuanced support systems
required for rural entrepreneurs.
According to him, Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) have not been effectively
channeled due to a lack of detailed,
actionable guidelines. Prof. Vivek
concluded by applauding the resilience
of rural societies, especially during the
COVID crisis, when many large
enterprises faltered while village
systems held firm. He called for a more
structured and holistic ecosystem to
nurture village-based enterprises and
social entrepreneurs.

Closing & Acknowledgements:
The vote of thanks was delivered by
Sri Abhimanyu Popli, vice president of
Ekal Sansthan, followed by an open
forum moderated by Sri Prateek Khatri,
which fostered a lively exchange of
ideas and collaborative commitments.

Special appreciation was
extended to the dedicated Ekal team
members who made the event
possible: Sri Nitin Singhal, Sri Prateek
Gulati, Sri Prem Assudani, Sri Niket
Srivastava, Sri Siddhartha, and
SriRam Kumar. |

Dr. Ramandeep Kaur
Joint Secretary-Ekal Sansthan &
Associate Prof-lITM Janakpuri

May-June, 2025
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FTS Indore Makes
History with Tribal and

Chess Park

Firsts

FTS is committed to
uplifting rural India,
tirelessly working to bridge
the gap between urban and
rural landscapes. Now,
taking a ground breaking step forward. A
new chapter in cultural and recreational
innovation was written on April 26, 2025
with the grand inauguration of India’s first
Tribal Park and Central India’s first-ever
Chess Parkin Indore.

The unique partabout this parkis that
the models and tables are made up of
scrap materials. This pioneering initiative
not only celebrates the rich heritage of our
tribal communities but also promotes the
timeless game of strategy, Chess rightin
the heart of nature.

May-June, 2025

The Tribal Park is a celebration of
the extraordinary work that Ekal has
been doing, showcasing its impact in
transforming rural India. The park will
feature a model of the Ekal Vidyalaya
(Ekal Schools), Ekal on Wheels and
more highlighting how these initiatives
are creating lasting change in villages
across the country. The goal is simple
but profound - raising awareness about
Ekal's mission and inspiring individuals
to join the movement, ensuring that
rural communities receive the
opportunities they deserve. * The
inauguration ceremony was graced by
the Mayor Sri Pushya Mitra Bhargav,
along with FTS National Working
President Sri Ramesh Maheshwari,
FTS Indore President Sri Ramavtar
Jaju, Smt. Geeta Mundra, Smt. Vinita
Jaju, and the members of the Mahila
Samiti and Yuva team, whose
enthusiasm lit up the entire event.

5, &

With immense pride and vision for a
smarter city, the Mayor expressed his
heartfelt joy and announced a ground-
breaking move - five more parks in the
city will be transformed into dedicated
Chess Parks. In a bold step to nurture
intellectual play and community
engagement, an expansive Chess
Zone is also set to be developed within
Madhya Pradesh’s largest park.

This is more than just a park, it's a
movement. A celebration of our roots. A
salute to strategy and wisdom. And most
importantly, a gift to the community that
brings generations together. ]

Mayor Pushya Mitra Bhargay/observing the chess board

Ranu Jain
National Coordinator Social Media,
FTS Yuva
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The annual cultural programme
"Hamare Ram" was successfully
organized on April 6, 2025, at the
prestigious Science City Auditorium by
the Friends of Tribals Society (FTS) and
Shreehari Satsanga Samiti (SHSS),
Kolkata Chapter.

The evening commenced with a
traditional lamp-lighting ceremony,
followed by a soulful rendition of
Ganesh Vandana. This was succeeded
by a stirring group performance of
Vande Mataram by the members,
invoking a deep sense of patriotism and
devotion.

The highlight of the evening was
an enthralling theatrical performance
that brought to life lesser-known stories
from the Ramayana. Presented by the
Felicity Theatre Group, the play
featured acclaimed actor Sri Ashutosh
Ranain a powerful portrayal of Raavan,
while Sri Rahul Bucher essayed the
role of Shree Ram with grace and
conviction. The production, brought
alive by a dedicated ensemble of 120
members, offered a refreshing and
thought-provoking interpretation of the
epic, marked by compelling dialogue
and stellar performances.

HAMARE RAM

2
DISCOVER RAMAYA

i ; A
The event was graced by the
esteemed presence of Sri Hemant
Bangur, Director of Gloster Limited, and
Sri Subhas Chandra Agarwalla,
Chairman and Managing Director of
Maithan Alloys Ltd, who attended as
chief guests, adding to the grandeur of
the occasion.

"Hamare Ram" served as an
important platform to raise awareness
about the impactful work being carried
out by FTS and SHSS. Attendees were
introduced to the organizations’
initiatives through the screening of the
Ekal Film, which highlighted their
contributions and transformative
impact.

The success of the event was
made possible through the generous
support of sponsors: Title Sponsor: Lux
Cozi; Powered by Sponsors:
CenturyPly, Event, and Skipper Pipes,
and Gold Sponsors: Topcem and Max
Cement.

All sponsors and special guests
were felicitated during the event in
recognition of their valuable support
and commitment.

A Grand Cultural Event by FTS and SHSS, Kolkata

Following the programme, a warm
and engaging meet-and-greet dinner
was hosted at ITC Sonar Bangla Hotel.
Sri Ashutosh Rana’s gracious
interaction with the guests made the
evening even more memorable.

The event’s success was made
possible by the dedicated efforts of key
dignitaries and office bearers,
including: Sri Sajjan Bhajanka and
Sri Sajan Kumar Bansal (National
Patrons — FTS); Sri Ramesh Kumar
Saraogi (Al India President — FTS);
Sri Ramesh Maheshwari (National
Working President — FTS); Sri Kishan
Kejriwal (President — FTS, Kolkata
Chapter); Sri Mahendra Agarwal
(Working President — FTS, Kolkata
Chapter); Sri Pradeep Rawalwasia
(President — SHSS, Kolkata Chapter);
Sri Praveen Agarwal (Working
President — SHSS, Kolkata Chapter);
Sri Subhash Murarka (Secretary —
SHSS, Kolkata Chapter); Sri Niraj
Harodia (Secretary — FTS, Kolkata
Chapter). Active involvement from the
Mahila Samiti and FTS Yuva Samiti
added further energy and dynamism to
the event, making "Hamare Ram" a
truly resounding success.

May-June, 2025
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Fancy dress show by the children

FTS Yuva Kolkata has been
conducting enriching Gurukul classes
(Hamaare H¥HTR Hamaari €RTER) for
children aged 4-7 and 8-12 years at
Logical Lamp, Salt Lake under the
dedicated guidance of Smt. lla
Khandelia and Smt. Preeti Pathak.
These sessions are thoughtfully
designed to instil the timeless values of
Sanatan Dharma through stories,
songs, shlokas, and hands-on
activities. The sessions began with the
children learning the correct
pronunciation of the Gayatri Mantra
using traditional Vedic swar rules like
Swarita, Udata, Anudata, and
Dirghaswarita. Through action songs
and shloka recitations such as
Vakratunda Mahakaya, Saraswati
Namastubhyam, and Guru Brahma,
they also explored the stories and
glories of Lord Ganesha, Kuber Ji, and
the Shiva family. Children joyfully
participated in activities like Ganesha
colouring sheets and story sessions,
making their learning both visual and
memorable.

May-June, 2025

As part of our cultural orientation,
children were introduced to the lunar
calendar—learning about tithis, Shukla
and Krishna Paksha, and even
discovered their birthday tithis. They
were encouraged to celebrate
birthdays based on the Hindu calendar,
fostering a deeper connection with our
ancient traditions. During Holi, children
learned about Holika Dahan and Lord
Narsimha’s story. A symbolic Phoolon
Ki Holi and Haldi Tilak on Krishna idol,
Aarti, and a vow to leave one bad habit
behind made the festival meaningful
and reflective.

In the spirit of environmental
consciousness children created
sparrow nests and bird feeders from
recycled materials, learning the
importance of caring for all beings. This
tied beautifully in World Sparrow Day.
On Saheed Diwas, they paid homage to
the martyrs by learning and singing all
five paragraphs of “Vande Mataram”
and understanding its patriotic legacy.
On the arrival of Navratri, they joyfully
welcomed Maa Durga, learning the
significance of all nine days and the

Hamare Sanskar - Hamari Dharohar by FTS Yuva Kolkata

: - S N - "
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Children preparing for the'eraftisession

symbolism of Durga, Lakshmi, and
Saraswati. Craft activities like Swastik
creation and chanting of Shanti Mantra
wrapped the sessions in devotion.
Recent Chaitra Shukla Pratipada
session marked the Hindu New Year,
where children explored Vikram
Samvat, made mango leaf torans,
prepared traditional Ugadi Pachadi,
and learned about the six seasons. For
Ram Navami, they sang Ram Bhajans,
built Dasharath’s family tree, and heard
tales of Hanumanji. The Hanuman
Jayanti session featured a special
colouring activity and storytelling.

Culminating these immersive
experiences was an unforgettable
Educational Excursion to Vande
Mataram Bhavan—the historic
birthplace of the iconic song “Vande
Mataram” by Rishi Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay—followed by a soulful
visit to Raj Rajeswari Temple. Children
experienced the divine, enjoyed
prasadam, and explored the Goshala
and 64 Yogini shrine, making it a truly
holistic journey of learning, devotion,
andjoy.

31

A
o
c
S
o
c
©
o
=i
m
=
i
m
<
®
S
-k
»




(72
b
c
(<]
>
Ll
©
=
Ll
(T
o
(o
=
©
c
=
@)
o

32

ENAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Inauguration of IVD Centre in Chamarajanagar

el e
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Ekal Gramothan Foundation
(EGF), committed to the holistic
upliftment of rural and tribal
communities across India, marked a
significant milestone with the
inauguration of an Integrated Village
Development (IVD) Centre in Begur
village, under Kaballi Sanch,
Chamarajanagar district, Karnataka.
Rooted in EGF’s transformative VD
model, this centre aims to empower

underprivileged communities through
focused initiatives in skill development,
women’s empowerment, organic
farming, healthcare, and education. It
will function as a hub for capacity-
building programmes such as
computer literacy, tailoring, sustainable
agriculture practices, and village
development initiatives, contributing to
the self-reliance and socio-economic
progress of the region.

The inauguration ceremony was
graced by esteemed dignitaries,
including Sri Srinivasan (South Head,
EGF), Sri Kartar Dogra (Ekal Abhiyan),
and prominent local leaders such as
Sri Guruswamy (Vice President, Gram
Panchayat, Begur), Sri Ankesh
(Member, Gram Panchayat, Horiyal),
Sri Babu Lal (Entrepreneur, Begur),

and Sri Shivakumar (President, Sanch
Samiti, Begur). Also in attendance were
Sri Mahadeva Swamy (Nagara Saha
Seva Pramukh), Sri Nagaraj (Project
Manager), Sri Guruprasad (IVD
Coordinator, Chamarajanagar),
Sri Govith Kiran (State Coordinator),
along with several Ekal karyakartas
and enthusiastic members of the local
community. This centre is generously
supported by Ms. Mrudula Jyothi and
Sri Nanda, whose contribution will
significantly impact the lives of rural
youth, women, and farmers by opening
new avenues of growth and self-
sufficiency. The event concluded with a
lively and heart-warming cultural
programme presented by Ekal
Vidyalaya children, beautifully
capturing the essence and spirit of rural
empowermentand cultural pride.

Inauguration of Vivekananda Study Room at Mahendravadi

The FTS Bhopal Youth Team
proudly inaugurated the Vivekananda
Study and Energy Room (Library) atthe
Ekal Gramothan Kendra, located in
Mahendravadi, Hoshangabad. The
event was led by Ms. Aparna Bansal,
President of Ekal Yuva, and was
marked by a heartfelt celebration that
included traditional rituals, floral
tributes to Bharat Mata and Swami
Vivekananda, and the chanting of the
Gayatri Mantra, setting a spiritually
uplifting tone for the occasion.

The newly established library
features animpressive collection of 699
books, covering a diverse range of
subjects including personal
development, health, Ayurveda,
spirituality, religion, and preparation for
competitive exams. This resource is

expected to benefit students and youth
across 30-40 nearby villages, serving
as a beacon of knowledge and
inspiration. Speaking at the event,
Ms. Aparna Bansal highlighted the
transformative power of books in
shaping young minds and fostering
self-reliance. Sri Suresh Agrawal
assured the continued growth and
upkeep of the library, emphasizing
FTS’s commitment to expanding
educational opportunities in rural
areas.

During their visit, the team also
explored other key initiatives at the
centre, including the Babai Sewing
Centre, the Nutrition Garden, and the
Computer Ekal on Wheels
project—each reflecting Ekal’s vision of
holistic rural development.

The event concluded with a
wholesome organic meal and interactive
sessions with Acharyas and local
villagers, reinforcing the spirit of
collaboration and community
engagement. This initiative marks a
significant step forward in Ekal’s mission
to empower rural India through
education, skill-building, and cultural
pride.

May-June, 2025



ENAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Wﬁﬂﬁﬁhﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁrﬁa’rﬁaﬁm o1 -ShH 1 aﬂ'&im

T Hfgelr Afafa, |l S
P T g =g BT
IR SR & Bled TS
TOTRT H AT e 13T | 399
JTATSH # feeell, TRa,, IR,
SRIQR 3R HIUTa | g 80
afgemett 9 9 forn | I
e sl faar sirsy, dfeg
STl 3fSTell arafsdr, SuTedet
Sl faer g9, Atef 59 9
A AT BrExT, S afadr
PSR, ST M sl snfa @
TRATRY SuRerd e |

SAYR afede Al A
Arsarel 1 99T fb 39 1 feAr |
AT uereRal 7 |TeT @
BRI YIRT Td JARTHI BRI AT
R fORga ==t a1, Aeg & |
RIGIRRIS ASE CIN I CRCC L
H {3 T BT DI BRI A |
M ueTERIRgl 5 |l &
BRI BT AR IBR B fHIT T,
9 IR A1 =l @ |

WM DI ARGOH HrIHA H
SAYR B Ui MRIBT A
T AR 1 39 AR T

| BT HAG DR AT | HRIHH

®T FAard=  HAradr #1471
Gusorard, HNEdT el arl vd
AT 3T ATRYANT o T |

.MU

STIQR @R & dTYdhIcad Bl
ST HERTUM U9 FHNTR H
VT IR el & AT [U~
g 39 awR R fafie
w«pmdp Td HATHD gl
9 BRIHA I AR a1 & |
PHRIHH BT & BT T H
SHedl Z I b YHTERITSl Tdhel
AT IRfar, oy gl ST =
Siiga fbar| I8 Ared axdfa
SHA! B AR Bl GHARAT W
dfgd off, ST IRA™ dRIOTS
DHARN H AT Y ADRIHD
Bfd & WU H UK DI SRl 8T
2| DA, 9 e g I,

May-June, 2025

} T
VIS -
0 7 \ L
s

gﬁmmwmﬂmﬁﬁﬂawwémﬁm

33T Uodl AR Ircaferd
AEQATdlell AT & ®Y H oWl
T, IRAd H 39 BRI 3R
IRaR & fow o= arell &
frse Afgetr o1 |

9 Hod ¥ I8 U Sorl
T o T Dbl BT Aed e
3R Beld | Jer o1, ar iR
SrET = S AT 31Ty fohan
27 GHN SIS & FH M A
TP BT HITR TH STHSIR =
IR daHA & aRT BT Th A3
gfte I I W AR PR 27|
IR HICH TROT I Pl B

AP 39 AT Bl Had fhar|
UeT ¥ 3CINTR SIS 8 ¢
0 ITHT A=Y, farmde
3R ORI P 3R T B, 3R g
TATHS JAWARD 7 39 ATed
TRT T Al 9= o |

HTIHH FIIID  SHA
AT (@l Ud He-|ae®
Nt GTT BIhforaT J g9 fb
IR #H 93 g3 39 AIRh
NI & TWTd H qRI ARE $d Y
IR FHod B qrg |1 TR IR
H 99 W2 | BRIHA § = ffafey
A IS T AfAr 7 e &
TITAT BT ARTEAT DI 3R TS |
D] YHBT BT Hecd gl qardT |
IfYpIcHd § &, BIg+d g&4
URITSTd & w0 § SUReIT Y&l |
S M M W ORI B
e, Qe Ud GaS b
fafe=r a1t & 31T 550 9 AfAB
SIIECIRSECINRINEE

33

SJUSAJ |eYg Jo dnpunoy




ENAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

WWW%WWW

(72
b
c
(<]
>
Ll
©
=
Ll
(T
(o)
(o
=
©
c
=
(@)
o

34

IRd died e gRkug
(STueTgd) Eﬁqgcﬁﬁ?oﬁ%r@
ERT U fa9ry iR MfeT &
AT fHAT AT | I8 HrAHH
# A2 W§ W, W&, ydi
feoell 9wx, ud si feoer =i
I, fqere, dficd R
Rren fofics, & amHe fagr
Rerg famg = @R smAafod
fopar ar, 599 100 9 1fO®
AR A IARYdS |RT o |

SrEHH B TRAT BT IS T,
gdf faeell dwer & WReD
i ANTEAT AT o J& 3fafy
3 w9 A uAl SuRefd oo
PRS | d8F & SR, T
T 31 3TRge [ ° gdi faee
deX P BR SH P A TH
foory ==l @1 39 WRUER®
Hare | gafad 8rer SuRRerd
A A Udhd faermery sifaam=

ASINT B BT b fordT |

B B Ufdgdr SIENS |
HRIPH § Iqd ufafted afafer
TG T FRe SURed <@
o — I g s siRaat
T, TIRAT A GLB. O, JE
M A9 OF, PRGN UUH
S TN I, TS Afgr fomT
P OIS TEE AN AN
AT, MR SUYE ST
g OF, qdl feeel dweR ARdel
T & PRIGRT U&= ST

o

S 37aER WR Y4l faeell g
B AIAT AN B, ST T gl
oy Sfaferat w1 Bifids
wWrrd fhar IR S Udhd
A W Ged BN AT
far| S erieT § i
T gfaTRal &1 e=gare BRd

% §9c1 B ITATdT IR B I
USTIhRI U FHSdT 91 gs!
TegT H Iulerd ¥E |

IJg HRIHH dUATHdT Bl
Rrr R Amfe I &f
oo % fARaR vt &1 J8 ol

BU AT H 18 ud SITRedhd

UQT X dTell NeT |

mﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁa@aﬁamaﬁwwaﬂﬁm

3 14, 2025 ¥ H B
rher Rerd Biger ara fHard
# emafrg dF e dd
AT T fa=Tid e1iiet 16, 2025
DI FhdYdd U gl |
gfoay mAfSd 8 dTell Jg
faery ovf, dgot af @ SR
BRIYIGHT R fOwgd Hod Ud
feen—fadem & fau ot
HEdqul BT B | §9 3faWR W
TR ¥ 64 AR HRIBARI A
FETRIT B, ST o= & ufa
SHPT faegdr iR AU Bl
cufar 8| @t & fgchra faasg a1
{9y wU | HE@YU &9 g,
I(STT XqTAdd FE D

JE—TRBTIATE UG Udhel sﬁ’ﬁ?ﬂ?r
& HUdb THE AR A SMTed
AR, Tdhel IMWAE & oA
PRGN & 3feger 0 gaTaa
R dr "erNIfed Sf. o Il
P TREFRN SuRerfa @1 349
T IR F BRIGAIS BT

IRER IURLIT T | |1 B, ST
UM & AYNT 37euel i 8Reg
AR Aled 317 AT Fawor
) 3 TR TR SURIT W |

May-June, 2025



May-June, 2025

EKAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Thd SR @ ILR RIGIRM & g §
IS 12, 2025 Pl AR 4 ¥ 4:30 qo db, TIAM
ST B Y JGAR UR g8 U AT gs,
fSTIH SRTT 50,000 ST TS —F&AT o IIRYAS
IR & |

PHRIHH BT ATYHT G DI 7 Thel SR
Tl e fAmRId @l T8 T @Tcayy & A 3 <9
& T 50 ARG ARTRGI ddb UfrArRrdr &1 2T
JAIRd & T3 | <IMR H Tha & 10 YU UG 35
Hﬂwﬂuaﬁﬁlﬁzﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁw&mm
IJrfTa @1 e, e uRumawy qw—fager |
ST 5 G Ul & ‘Tohdl N8R TelidbI T &
AT | USTThRoT AHd & el | Ui § &4
@ TSl R TgAGAT 25 29 B Y, R |qa9
STeraT UG IfhdH Wel SR < dTel WfrTRTal @r
faorar =nfiya fopar mar |

fastareri & T zaUERR & 9ie W), fieeh — veA
qRIBR 21 oA, graxd =41, el (@) — fgdm
REHR %75,000; A&l forR, A1 (@) — JaI
RIBR 350,000 ;AT TR, a5 — a9 RER
%30,000; WA U8, USH®IC (USTE) — UM [REPR
%20,000; SH& SR, 311,000 H 10 HicdAT REPR
gare g MU | o=y ) faoramall el afaaniiar gHmor

U Y& by 1Y |

A HEART
WARMING

EXPERIENCE

Justice J.K. Ranka, along with Smt. Renu
Ranka, esteemed members of Jaipur chapter
and their friends from the USA, visited Ekal
Vidyalaya in Gram Sinoli, District Sawai
Madhopur. Accompanied by Smt. Sheil and
Sri Laxmi Chand Sa Mehta, who have lived in
the USA for over 50 years, they experienced
the joy of interacting with enthusiastic village
children. The visit highlighted the incredible
potential of these young minds. The dedicated
teachers deserve appreciation for shaping
Bharat's future. May God bless these vibrant
and talented young learners, empowering
them to achieve great heightsin life.

Visitors from USA with Ekal children

Savita Kothari
Secretary, North Zone Mahila Samiti
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This quote by American
journalist Sydney J. Harris
has stayed with me. The
more | reflect on it, the

' more | find its truth deeply
profound. A mirror simply reflects what
already exists. A window, however,
opens a view to the world
beyond—offering possibilities,
perspectives, and pathways not yet
explored. Education, in its truest sense,
does just that. It shifts our inner lens,
nudging us out of our comfort zones,
prompting us to challenge assumptions,
and enabling us to connect with a
broader, interconnected world. It equips
us not only with knowledge and skills but
with the critical thinking needed to
navigate the complexities of modern ife.

As a passionate advocate for
education, | believe that transformation
must begin at the grassroots level,
especially through primary education.
Many of my dear friends in Boston are
actively involved in raising awareness
and support for the One Teacher School
movement by Ekal Vidyalaya. |, too,
feel strongly aligned with their mission
and have joined their efforts
wholeheartedly. During my recenttripto
India, | had the opportunity to witness
this movement in action during a visit to
the Badali Ekal School in the Baripada
Anchal, Bada Sahi Sanch.

A Warm Welcome: After a five-
hour drive from Bhubaneswar, | arrived
in the village on a cloudy, windy Sunday
afternoon on February 23rd. The sky
hinted at rain, and the journey had left
me tired. But any fatigue quickly
vanished in the warmth of my welcome.
The teachers greeted me with a
traditional Aarti, their smiles radiating
quiet pride and the deep devotion they

bring to their work each day.

Theyled metoathatched shade. An
open structure lovingly built by the
villagers where rows of children sat
cross-legged, eyes wide with
anticipation. What moved me most was
their serenity and discipline. Though
young, their posture and presence
spoke volumes. These were not just
students; they were torchbearers of
values rooted in community, simplicity,
and reverence for learning.

The Soul of Ekal: Sanskar
Shiksha: A central tenet of Ekal's
approach is Sanskar Shiksha - value-
based education. In keeping with this
tradition, | was invited to light a
ceremonial lamp before Goddess
Saraswati. What followed was a chorus
of prayers sung by the children in
Sanskrit, Hindi, and Odia—a
harmonious blend of devotion and
discipline.

Plz note, $500 of your contribution
can support a school for one year.

“We make a living by what we get.
We make a life by what we give.”

Winston Churchill

Iti Mishra ji, my gracious contact for
the visit, introduced me to the Ekal
leadership team from the Anchal.
During the next half-hour, | engaged
with teachers, parents, and village
members. | came to understand that
while many villages now have
government-run schools, Ekal
continues to play a crucial
supplementary role. Often, government
schools turn to Ekal for support,
particularly in finding teachers willing to
serve in remote, underserved areas—a
challenge both sectors grapple with.

Ms.:Manorama ‘Choudhury with villagers and children

While this particular village hasn't
yet implemented Ekal’s pilot programs
like telemedicine, sewing, or computer
literacy, they remain steadfast in
promoting value education, basic
hygiene awareness, and even organic
farming. Their focus is clear: build a
strong foundation rooted in simplicity
andvalues.

Childhood Joys and Playful
Lessons: After the formalities and
prayers, | looked forward to my favorite
part of such visits—interacting with the
children! With gleaming eyes and
uncontainable energy, they showcased
what they had learned through songs,
skits, and animated storytelling of moral
tales. They even demonstrated their
exercise drills, their tiny limbs moving
with joyful discipline. There’s something
profoundly special about allowing the
child in you to meet the child in them. It's
a space where hierarchy dissolves, and
what remains is pure, unfiltered joy
shared through laughter, claps, and
spontaneous connection.

Farewell & A Heartfelt Reflection:
Saying goodbye is never easy,
especially when the moments shared
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feel so genuine. As dusk gave way to
darkness and what appeared to be a
power outage loomed over the village,
we began preparing to leave. Before
parting, we took many photos, trying to
bottle up the warmth of that day in small
digital frames. The teachers, with
unmistakable affection, urged me to
return again soon. |left with a heart full
of gratitude and eyes moist with
emotion. What stayed with me most
was the hunger for learning that |
witnessed—not the kind sparked by
competition or pressure, but one rooted
in curiosity and joy. In cities, children
often have an abundance of toys and
screens but sometimes miss the
grounding joy of outdoor play—a joy
that builds resilience. In contrast, these
children embraced learning with open
hearts and radiant sincerity.

Each visit to a village like this leaves
a mark on my soul. But it's the simple,
sincere moments, the hopeful smiles,
the eagerness to learn, and the earthy
prayers that stay with me the longest.
Also, true joy doesn't require much.
Just a spark of curiosity, a safe space to
grow, and a few kind hands to guide the
way. That day, | also learned something
humbling: the children in this village had
never seen a train or a bus in their lives.
Seeing is believing, and | couldn’t help
but wonder—what would it mean for
these children to step beyond their
village, evenforaday?

If any Ekal leaders or supporters
happen to read this blog, | humbly offer a
thought: Perhaps an annual
excursion—a day trip on a bus or a
short train ride—could be considered. |
understand the challenges, such as
safety, logistics, and resources, but |
share this as a gentle idea. Sometimes,
the smallest journeys can open the
biggestwindows. ]

Manorama Choudhury
USA

May-June, 2025

ar3ior ardl bt ufasr 37
ma:afaiai\ag@ﬁa{a:sm

3ATY 37 Gy &1 d9d el =
HAIRT—URedl SR =W B
EA—FBRAYR H HAT T Yabed
fAemeld B9y didbsiell &I
JAATAT H 9T fora |

g 00 S {i

AN

IR RET |

39 AR R 2N G AT o
3TUT I AT PRI g Pal —
TRIET & | TMIT ORarT bl Sirer
IR Ifafr—werR, Twdl @
I8 AR STb GhR GDN
A d STHfad B3| Tebel
foerey & 9regg | wial § W1

i & TRIT ST 1 o1
qgIdhR Vg focld s JMIaT
P ATRT AT BT @RI T | S
Uoodeld & QUNId, fdenetd
It g8q + fafSaad are
o | el | IRdY deAT, U
TRU, Ubd &I I del
AU gy Tl B uRerg
fom, forr =1 wTfad g |

I & GRS gt
PRI T BRIBARI 1 <eMfh Il
3IR ST bl (R T PR 3T
T ATTERYT &7 AT | ITHon 67
g, T 3R IE TgHR A
BT H1 T 81 AT | §9 ATAT Bl
bl g9 | YT, T, G4
IRfd & Brdediel Td U™

ThRIHD URTd-T 3 V& &,
faRIyex gl H AEhR T FeaT
o9 @I URUNI, 98 3fdd
URUETI® = | H I &l
AMRemell AT g 6 g
Uhdl fIeImerd & &R &l owa,
JTOT Sd= BT JHeE IR 39
STCIT B BT ST FA T
IR T fadeE usd
faenera Riferd, ke vd |9g
YRA & FHET 3 U Agedqul
IfAeT TR 2 |

IJg IO Udhdl AMIE B
el DT N I IR FH1oT H e
UG TRPRI & TIR-IAR & folv T
IRUERID HEH e | n

Hitear faumt (dieeroad)

37



A P

Visitorssenjoying their time with-villagers, andehildren

38

ENAL PRAYAS

A Family Magazine With Social Concern

Our Ekal Pilgrimage
Through Bihar's Heartland

‘i-ﬁshh—‘ | N

My wife Neela and | recently
undertook a 5-day ‘Ekal Pilgrimage’
through the remote rural-tribal regions
of Bihar. It did feel like a pilgrimage right
from the moment we landed in Bodh
Gaya, the sacred starting point of our
journey into the vibrant landscape of
the Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation (EVF).
We were fired by the desire to witness
the real impact of Ekal’'s work: to see
how our own contributions were making
a difference to educational and social
projects at the grassroots level. We also
wanted to understand the ground
realities of the communities Ekal was
serving. Our itinerary was thoughtfully
curated and executed by Sri Bhaskar
Sharma, Executive Director of Ekal
Gramotthan Foundation in India, with
logistical support from Sri Himanshu
Mehra. This arm of Ekal Vidyalaya
implements skill training in the villages.
To our delight, Sri Bhaskar even flew in
from Delhi to personally accompany us
to the various projects we had helped
sponsor. His presence and dedication
added a meaningful dimension to our
visit.

Each day of our journey took us
deep into remote regions that
constantly pushed our physical comfort

zones. | was reminded of my early days
as a Civil Engineer posted in a small
village near Ankaleshwar in Gujarat.
The lack of basic infrastructure and the
hardships | had seen back then were
the same we encountered on this trip,
55 years later. It was a poignant
reminder of the continued need for rural
development and reaffirmed our deep
commitment to Ekal. In Tekari (about
1.5 hours from Bodh Gaya), we visited
a ‘Tailoring Training Center’, and in
Kabar, we had the honor of
inaugurating a new ‘Women
Empowerment Center’—offering
training in tailoring, beautician work —
that our family had sponsored.

We had two state-level Ekal
coordinators, Sri Ranjan Kumari and
Sri Bholanath Mishra, accompanying
us throughout this visit. We also learned
much from Susri Kiran Agrawal and
Susri Nalini Rathod, dedicated
custodians of Ekal's vision in Bihar.
With their support, we had the
opportunity to meet several local and
state officials and gain deeper insight
into the regional needs. One bright
moment came when some girls at the
Women Empowerment Center asked,
“If Uncle is from Gujarat and Aunty from
Maharashtra, what brought you to
Bihar?” Our reply was simple: “We
wanted to bring empowerment where it
was needed the most.”

In regions where functional literacy
barely exists, Ekal schools offer a
precious first taste of learning, igniting
aspirations. Many Ekal alumni now hold
respected local positions and have
returned to serve the movement.

Sri Ranjan Kumar, our guide, is himself
a proud Ekal alumnus. Another well-
known former student is Susri Pinki
Karmakar, who carried the torch for
India at the London Olympics. The Ekal
school operates wherever the villagers
offer the space for it. Despite working
with the barest minimum of resources
and infrastructure, it was admirable to
see the Ekal teacher’s and volunteer’s
unwavering commitment to the Ekal
vision. It was especially inspiring to
learn how our training centers are
transforming the lives of rural girls.
Many of them now earn ¥3,500-
Z5,000/month through part-time work.
At Tekari, 250 girls have completed
their certification over the past three
years. Another 150-200 are expected
to graduate in the next year and a half.
At Kabar, Susri Jyoti Kawar manages
the tailoring center with passion and
has exciting plans for beautician
training. Currently, she is training 30-35
girls with a vision for more.

It was evident through our travels
that though Bihar has faced significant
developmental challenges, over the
past decade, signs of progress have
begun to emerge—thanks in part to
voluntary organization like Ekal.
Seeing all this made me realize thatno
matter how many articles I've written
or campaigns I've run for Ekal in the
U.S., nothing compares to seeing Ekal
in action on the ground. This
enlightening pilgrimage brought us
close to the soul of Bharat - its people,
its challenges and its unbreakable
spirit. m

Prakash Waghmare
Ekal-USA, Media Committee
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Step into Jagriti Dham to Experience

ELEGANCE, COMFORT & CARE

‘e Initiative of

mermonav | INFINItY

Luxury Eldercare Living in Kolkata
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COMFORTABLE ROOMS
Fully furnished, well-lit
air-conditioned rooms
with attached balconies,
ensuite bathrooms,
pantry & emergency bells

HEALTH IN TOTALITY
Medical support,
emergency assistance,
health check-up by resident
doctor, in-house nurse, care
manager, tailor-made care
plan & nutritious meals

COMMITTED SERVICE
Housekeeping, laundry
service, free WiFi, 24X7
manned security, CCTV
surveillance in common
areas, and receptionist

30 minutes from IIM Calcutta, Joka
inside Merlin IBIZA Campus, Diamond Harbour Road

EXCLUSIVE OFFER
100% REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

HOLISTIC LIVING
Yoga room, library, gym,
AV theatre, games room,

card room, conference
hall, indoor and outdoor
dining areas, green lawn

AYURVEDIC CENTRE
On-site Ayurvedic and
Wellness Centre,
providing holistic healing
and rejuvenation

ENGAGEMENT
Vibrant calendar of
events and engaging
activities to foster
social interaction and
personal enrichment

“Our Bank - Punjab National Bank”
For Booking or Site Visit: +91 7596038215 | www.jagritidham.com
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CENTURYPLY
CLUB PRIME

Raho Befikar

CLUB PRIME SE
BETTER INVESTMENT
HAI TOH BATAQ!
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